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Any haylage that falls from the unloader spout drops onto the auger
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trough below and is carried out the door.

HOME -MADE FROM
SALVAGE PARTS

“Add-On” Silo Auger
Stops Haylage Plug-Ups

If you ensile haylage you probably
have plug-up problems when you un-
load it. A Minnesota dairy farmer
says he’s solved the problem with an
add-on auger.

“We made it all from salvaged
parts. It's an easy-to-make improve-
ment that solves a big problem and
lets us feed cattle in one-fourth the
time,” LeRoy Bauer, of Shakopee,
told FARM SHOW,

Bauer says anyone with a top-
unloading silo unloader with a
blower knows about the plugging
problem with haylage. Because hayl-
age is more “gummy"’ than silage, it's
tougher to throw out the silo door
and, when operated at full cutting
depth, the silo unloader inevitably
piles up haylage just under the door.
That pile will either bog down the
wheel of the unloader when it comes
around or plug up the blower.

“You end up running the unloader
at 1/4 to 1/3 capacity, or climbing up
there all the time to unplug it. [ de-
cided last spring, when the silo was
nearly empty and the unloader near
the ground, that 1 would try to solve
the problem,” says Bauer.

He took a 5-ft. length of 12-in. dia.
combine auger and cut the tubing
around the auger lengthwise, open-
ing it up to make an open trough. At
one end of the auger he mounted a
bracket on a small frame and, on the
other, he put a 15:1 direct drive 90°
gearbox driven by a %-hp motor.

The auger and trough, mounted di-
rectly below the aiger blower, are
welded to the cross arm that runs
from the center of the unloader to the
unloading door. Bauer notes that the
bracket supporting the auger must be
attached to the cross arm in just the
right spot because the cross arm
slides back and forth.

The motor driving the auger is tied
into the unloader controls so that
when the unloader runs, the auger
automatically comes on. Any haylage

that falls from the blower chute falls
into the auger trough and is carried
out the door.

“It works perfectly. We can now
run the blower at full speed and not
worry about the possibility of a
plug-up. It doesn't take much power.
Not only can we run the blower at full
speed but we don't have to crawl up
into the siloall the time to unplug it,"”
says Bauer.

The only drawback of the unload-
ing auger as designed is that it weighs
considerably more than the cross arm
alone and is harder to move.

He'd welcome inquiries from man-
ufacturers interested in working with
him to develop the idea commer-
cially. Meanwhile, he's willing to
custom-build the auger for interested
farmers. His auger is fitted to a Van
Dale unloader but should work on
any unloader with a blower, he points
oul,

IFor more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, L & L. Mar-
kers, ¢/o Leroy Bauer, 1845 W. 130th
St., Shakopee, Minn. 55379 (ph 612
445-3869).
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Central reservoir on each side pipes chemical to individual row units.

ATTACHES TO CULTIVATOR GAUGE WHEELS

Rope Wick Applicator
“Floats”” Over The Row

“It saves a trip through the field and
lets you control weeds when they're
still small,” says Stan Shearer, inven-
tor of a new over-the-row rope wick
applicator that attaches to cultivator
gauge wheels, “floating” indepen-
dently over each row.

Shearer built his first rope-wick
applicator about seven years ago
when rope wicks were totally new to
the Midwest. By 1980 he had formed
his own company. His new rope wick
design is a result of customer demand
for a way to combine rope-wick
chemical application with row crop
cultivators.

Gauge wheel mounting allows the
wicks to be placed much closer to the
top of the crop than conventional
wicks, which attach to a toolbar and
are thus set for an average crop
height, according to Shearer. By at-
taching to gauge wheels, the wicks
adjust to changing terrain and stay
close to the growing crop.

“This is critical, especially on hilly
fields where there are dead furrows,
land splits, and uneven terrain. With
these units, you can simply set the
height at the beginning of the field

Ropes, arranged in a criss-cross
pattern, wipe chemical onto top
and sides of weeds.

and concentrate on running the cul-
tivator,” says Shearer.

A central reservoir pipes chemical
to individual row units. Ropes, ar-
ranged in a criss-cross pattern, wipe
chemical on the tops and sides of
weeds. Shearer says the applicators
do not interfere with the use of cul-
tivator row shields so they can be
used early in the season to kill fast-
growing weeds, such as milkweed,
when they are still easy to kill.

The Row-Wick, as it's called,
comes with universal mounting
brackets which fit any cultivator with
gauge wheels.

A 6-row unit sells for $319.96.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Stan
Shearer, Service Systems Engineer-
ing, Rt. 1, Box 64, Jackson, Minn.
56143 (ph 507 847-3672).
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