B e MO g e
Orr, shown with sons David and Paul, has fun driving his

oating” tractor in local

ponds and rivers. It goes about 1 1/2 mph in water.

PROPELLED THROUGH WATER BY REAR TIRES

“Floating” Tractor
Works On Land, Water

“My neighbors couldn’t believe their eyes
when they first saw it,” says Jeff Orr, North
Platte, Neb., about the “floating” tractor he
built for use in water or on land.

The “floating” tractor looks like a drag-
ster and has small, narrow 15-in. front tires
and large 24-in. luggedreartires. Orr welded
sheet steel onto both sides of cach wheel rim
to form airtight chambers. The body is built
from 20-ga. steel and has a flat bottom and
sides. A pair of hollow pontoons bolt onto
the sides and can be quickly removed. The
tractor is powered by a 6-cyl. 140 cu. in.
engine salvaged from an old Corvair and
has the Corvair's 3-speed transmission and
transaxle. The transaxle chain-drives a 2-ft.
dia. sprocket that's mounted on both of the
rear wheel hubs.

“I built it mostly for fun. However, it
really comes in handy for herding cattle that
graze on corn stalks on our river bottom
land,” says Orr. “I can go right across par-
tially submerged fields without having to
worry about getting stuck or leaving ruts.
The tires are inflated to just 5 psi so there's
little soil compaction. We don’t have a 4-
WD pickup so we had nothing to get around
in until we built this go-anywhere machine.

“I’s really fun to drive. I've driven it
right into the North Platte river. One day I
went fishing with it and caught a bass in the
middle of a pond. It goesabout 1 1/2mph in
water. The lugs on the rear tires throw big
geysers of water up over the tractor unless I
go slow. The narrow front tires are stream-
lined and slice through the water like a

rudder. The tractor has 11 separate air cham-
bers including the tires, closed-in rims,
frame, and pontoons. Even if one of them
got punctured the tractor would still float.
I'll also work well in snow because it’s
lightweight and doesn’t sink into the snow
as far as a conventional tractor. I plan to
build a toboggan for it so Ican pull 10to 15
bales behind it to feed my cattle.

“The engine and transmission are
mounted under the seat somostof the weight
is over the rear drive tires. I wish the trans-
mission had more gears so I could use it to
rake hay. Top speed is 55 mph, but it’s
probably not safe to drive at that speed
because it doesn’t have any shock absorb-
ers. Two 6-fL. leaf springs on each side are
bolted to the transaxle. It has a hitch on back
s0 I can use it to pull small implements.

“I built a rollbar on it because the front
end is light. I was afraid thatif I popped the
clutch the tractor might tip over backward.
The rollbar is triangulated like an aircraft
fuselage and extends the length of the trac-
tor. I used 3-in. dia. steel tubing to make the
rollbar’s main support frame and 1-in. dia.
conduit for the rest of it.”

Flexible 1 1/2-in. dia. tubing on the
engine’s exhaust manifold goes through the
cooling air discharge ducts to dual exhausts
and mufflers mounted on the rear fenders.

The tractor has a steel seat with room for
two riders.

For more information, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Jeff Orr, Rt. 1, Box 322,
North Platte,Neb. 69101 (ph308 532-0114).
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“Floalmg” tractor has narrow 15-in. front tires and large 24-in. lugged rear ures. A
pair of hollow pontoons that bolt onto sides can be quickly removed.

Order Form For New Subscribers |
| Yes! 1 want to be first to learn about latest new products. Please send me |
| one full year's wbuvlpﬂon ($1 3.96 per year in the United S!nlu, 316.98 per |

da - pay in C. - and forei )1
d | can 1 at any time and receive a full nhmd if not satisfied. |
k (S )is losed. |
|
|
State Zip |
heck | to FARM SHOW. Clip and mail this coupon to: FARM |
Mo:m Trail, P.O. Box 1029, Lakeville, ulnmsm _]





