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Eighteen cows fit into the same area that would hold just ten cows in a

herringbone set up.

COWS MILKED FROM BEHIND

You’ll Like This All-New
Parallel Milking Parlor

By Mark Jacobs
Associate Editor

“It gives you the advantages of
stanchions without having to bend
over to milk the cows,’ says
Washington dairyman Walt De Jong,
of Monroe, inventor of a first-of-its
kind parallel milking parlor.

Cows stand parallel to each other
for milking and you milk them from
behind. “With this system, you can
put almost twice as many cows into
the space required for a herringbone
system,” explains Walt.

What's more, lwo cows are milked
with each milking unit, allowing
them twice as much time to eat grain.

Key to making the system work is
the patented method Walt designed
for moving cows in and out of the
parallel parlor (see drawing).

It ensures that cows enter the stalls
in a matter of minutes on their own —
without having to be prodded or
coaxed. When all of the cows inan 18
stall parlor, for example, have been
milked, the entire unit — upfront
feeding manger and the stall parti-
tions themselves, is raised via an air
cylinder allowing all 18 cows to walk
out straight ahead. After all the cows
are out the unit lowers back into posi-
tion. The manger automatically re-
loads with feed and the next batch of
cows moves in. “Instead of milkers
having to spend 30 to 50% of their
time moving cows in and out of the
parlor, this system reduces cow mov-
ing time to a practically nothing,”
says Walt.

His brother Jerry De Jong, of Duvall,
Wash, installed the first parallel par-
lor system last fall for his 200 cow
herd. He was able to get an 18-cow
““parallel” parlor into the same space
required for a 10-cow herringbone
system.

He's happy with the all-new parlor
and reports that his milking crew had

no trouble getting used to milking
cows from behind.

A "kick” guard, made of a steel bar
and positioned just above the cows’
hocks, protects milkers from getting
kicked. They’re further protected
from manure and urine by a 28 in.
high stainless steel splash guard and
gutter. Waste material falls into the
gutter and is flushed out after each
milking shift.

A single cross auger loads feed into
the stainless steel manger running in
front of the 18 cows. Feed falls into
and fills a 4 in. feeding tube serving
each stall. Each cow self-feeds out of
the tube in her stall.

“With this system, there’s only one
motor and one cross auger for all 18
stalls. We can group cows by produc-
tion and adjust the amount of feed fed
per group by adjusting the height of
the cross auger. The lower it is, the
shorter the tube to each cow and the
less feed they get. The simplified sys-
tem handles all types of grain, even
high moisture corn, without plug-
ging problems,” says Walt.

He admits that identifying the
cows while they're in the parallel par-
lor is a little trickier than in other
parlors. He says ear tags works best
and, if the cows' legs stay clean, leg
bands work well. He notes that the
new parallel milking parlor can re-
place an existing herringbone system
as long as there's at least 94 in. of
room between the curb and outer
edge of the feeders.

Cost of the new parallel is com-
parable to putting in a herringbone,
says Walt.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, De Jong
Dairy & Equipment Co., 23430 High
Bridge Rd., Monroe, Wash. 98272 (ph
206 788-1025 or 794-7905).

As each cow enters a stall, she opens the swinging stall gate in the

adjacent stall, creating an opening for the cow directly behind. On

right is the stainless steel splash guard.
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Cow in stall 1 opened pivoting entry gate in stall 2 as she entered her
stall, leaving an opening for the second cow. As the second cow walks
into stall 2, she pushes against the swinging gate that extends halfway
across the stall and pivots on the stall divider. She pushes it in, leaving
an opening in stall 3 for the next cow to enter. The gates only swing in
towards the occupied stall, ensuring that the animals always fill in
from the far end of the parlor, starting with stall No. 1, and that no cows

sneak into an earlier stall.

Steel bar kick guard, just above cows’ hocks, keeps milkers from
getting kicked as they milk from directly behind the cows.
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