THEY CAUGHT MORE THAN 65,000 LAST YEAR

USING THEIR UNIQUE TRAPPING SYSTEM

They Make Their Living Trapping Pocket Gophers

It’s hard to believe but professional gopher
trapper Jerry Stager and his wife caught
more than 65,000 gophers last year, includ-
ing 25,000 on one farm alone.

Stager’s reputation as a gopher killer has
grown rapidly in the four years he's been
trapping as word of his success spreads. In
fact, he now charges $1,000 fora 1 1/2-day
lesson in professional gopher trapping and
he says anyone who leamns his system can
pay back the cost of the lesson in just a few
days.

“One man can catch as many as 100 to
200 gophers a day. We charge farmers and
ranchers $1.00t0 $1.50 per gopher, depend-
ing on how far we have to travel from home.
That’s a bargain for the farmer because
gophers can ruin a farm. It's estimated that
one gopher in a hayfield costs the value of
two bales per year, nottomention the damage
done to equipment. Some gopher-infested
fields are almost unbelievable. I've seen
gopher mounds as big as tables and so close
together you can walk over a quarter section
of land and make every step on a gopher
mound,” says Stager, who lives in Orovada,
Nev., but will travel anywhere to trap.

Stager has been trapping gophers full-
time during spring, fall and summer months
for the past four years. In the winter time he
traps coyotes and bobcats. When he started
trapping gophers, he knew he had to devise
fast, efficient methods to make it pay.

“It takes the average farmer about 15
min. to set a gopher trap. With our system,
youcan find the tunnel, sctatrap, flag it, and
drive away in 35 sec. or less. One man can
set 30 to 50 traps per hour, and each trap can
be set as many as three times in a day. Most
gophers are caught within 2 hrs. so I set 100

10200 traps and then go back and “milk” the
line, checking and resetting traps set earlier
in the day,” says Stager, whose wife Melba
works with him full time along with several
part time employees who have been trained
in his methods.

The trappers work fields on 4-wheel
ATV’s that have cargo baskets on front and
back to carry traps, flags, shovel and dead
gophers. Here's how Stager operates in a
gopher-infested field:

He drives up to a mound and hops off the
ATYV, grabbing the shovel carried in a pve
pipe carrier across the back of the rig. Ina
standing position, he holds the shovel up-
side down and uses the handle end of it -
which is sharpened 1o a point - to quickly
probe the mound for the tunnel. As soon as
he detects it, he flips the shovel over and
scoops away the dirt at the top of the tunnel
the way you'd scoop pudding with a spoon.
Then he lays the shovel down, cocks one of
his modified cinch-type traps, and shoves it
into the tunnel. Lastly, he sticks one of his
3-ft. long metal (he uses 5/32-in. dia. weld-
ing rod) flags throughahole in the end of the
trap and gets back on the ATV to the next
trap. The flags have steel washers welded to
the top to which are fastened strips of white
bed sheet and lengths of red tape.

Stager says that because of his methods
and the way he modifies his traps, he catches
gophers in more than 75% of the traps he
sets. “It's impossible to get all the gophers
in one field but if we can trap a field about
4 times in one scason, we can generally
clean out 80 10 90% of them, getting the
populations down toalevel where the farmer
can handle the problem. Last year we took
25,000 gophers off one large farm but

they’ve still got a problem. That's because
two gophers can produce more than 2,000
offspring in two years. When you trap one
adult gopher, there's usually a litter of little
ones still underground.”

Stagerusesacinch-type trap that squeezes
the animal to death with two jaws. Stager
sharpens the points on the jaws so that the
traps will stick gophers when they don’t
catch the entire body. He also drillsa hole in
one end of each trap so he can stake them
down with his flags.

Stager has made and studied video tapes
of gophers getting caught in his traps so that
he knows how they react when they first
spot a trap. He's used that knowledge to
place traps in the best possible positions.

Stager has had a lot of interest in his
$1,000 lessons. “One fellow spent a day

Jerry Stager and his wife Melba ride ATV's that carry traps, flags, shovels and dead
gophers. They each set 30 to 50 traps per hour, catching gophers in 75% of them.
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and a half with us and then went out and
spent $1,025 for equipment. He earned all
of his initial investment back in 10 days and
from then oneverything he made was profit.”

Gopher trapping isn’t for everyone,
though, notes Stager. “It’s hard work and
you have to work at it full time to make it
pay. But there's a big demand out there for
the service. Many farms have fields that
have almost been ruined because of gopher
damage.” Stager will travel almost any-
where to trap and he is also considering
making an instructional video available for
farmers in other parts of the country.

For more information, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Jerry Stager, Box 111,
Orovada, Nev. 89425 (ph 702 272-3292).

ALSO CONTROLS BADGERS, GROUND SQUIRRELS, AND OTHER TUNNELING RODENTS

Underground Blaster: New Weapon To Get Rid Of Gophers

“In addition to trapping gophers, we're
blowing them up,” says Jerry Stager, pro-
fessional gopher trapper from Orovada,
Nev., who traps 65,000 gophers a year or
more (see accompanying story). Stager,
with the help of neighbor Don Merten, re-
cently invented a new underground blaster
that blows up gophers, ground squirrels,
badgers, prairiec dogs and other burrowing
animals in their tunnels.

Stager says he tried for years to come up
witha way to blow up underground tunnels.
“Al first we tried pumping propane down
tunnels and igniting it. That didn’t work -
the propane wouldn't all explode at once.
We finally figured out that there wasn’t
enough oxygen down there and we came up
with a new 5-ft. wand that mixes com-
pressed airin with the propane. A spark plug
mounted at the tip of the wand sets off a
spark that ignites the explosive gas mix.”

To kill gophers with the blaster, Stager
locates the tunnel, sticks the wand into the
hole and pumps in about 10 sec. worth of
propane and oxygen. Then he simply pulls
a switch on the handle which sends a spark
from the 12-volt system of his ATV to the
spark plug on the end of the wand, setting
off a muffled explosion that sends up a
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small cloud of dust from the mouth of the
tunnel and cracks open the tunnel up to 20 ft.
away. He withdraws the wand, which isn’t
damaged, after the explosion.

“Wekill an average of 4 to 5 gophers per
blast witha kill rate of 90 10 95%. When we
dig up tunnels after a blast we find that it
kills them both by concussion and burning.
Iteven getsall the little ones down deeper in
the dens. Cost is just 12 cents per blast and
it's safe, although I always wear earplugs
and goggles. There’s no damage to the
environment or danger to other animals, as
with poisons, and it's much more effec-
tive,” says Stager.

He says the blaster also works well with
badgers and ground squirrels and should
work with prairie dogs, woodchucks and
moles, although he hasn’t yet had a chance
totryitonthem yet. He has started using the
blaster in his gopher trapping business, but
notes that it’s more difficult to prove how
many gophers get killed, and he plans to
manufacture the blaster for sale in the near
future.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Jerry
Stager, Box 111, Orovada, Nev. 89425 (ph
702 272-3292).

New gopher blaster pumps oxygen and propane down into tunnels and sets off an

explosion with a spark plug mounted at the tip of the wand, killing an average of 4 to

5 gophers per blast.





