BOOMING DEMAND FOR CONVERSION KITS

Look What They're
Doing With LP-Gas

Just about every supplier who has
anything to do with LP-gas carbure-
tion is being bombarded with farmer
demand for conversion kits. Some
farmers, fed up with long waiting
lists for factory-made conversion kits,
have rigged up their own,

“I'switched to LP-gas because of its
availability." says Freeman Smith.
Centerville, lowa, who reasons that
“demand for LP is less than gasoline
and should remain that way. I want to
be able to jump in my pickup and go
when [ have to get somewhere in a
hurry. Looks to me like LP-gas will be
more readily available over the long
pull than gasoline.”

Smith put a single-fuel LP car-
buretor on his gas-powered 3/4 ton
pickup. adapting directly to the head
by mounting it on a drilled aluminum
plate. Gas enters the carburetor after
passing through the water-heated
regulator that vaporizes the liquid.
The LP-gas is carried in a 150 gal.
tank mounted in the truck bed.

Smith's LP carburetor. Note
walter vaporinjector at air intake.

Smith says he gets about the same
mileage as before the conversion. He
notes that experiments with adding
water vapor to injected gas “‘look
promising'’ as a way lo increase
economy. He plans to wrap metal
tubing around the exhaust manifold
and feed the vapor into the top of the
carburetor, just below the air cleaner.

Lewis Niday, in nearby Humeston,
lowa, also wanted to convert his
pickup and cars but discovered that
LP equipment manufacturers had
back orders for several months. So, he
sel oul to do it his own way, using

Minneapolis Moline tractor LP car-
buretors purchased from a White
Farm Lquipment supplier. Reg-
ulators and tanks were salvaged from
other sources. He mounted the Min-
neapolis Moline carburetor on the top
of his vehicle's gas carburetor. then
installed electric valves in the fuel
lines. He can switch from LP to gas. or
back again, on the highway without
stopping.

“Cost just a fraction of the $800 to
$900 gas companies are charging to
convert,” says Niday. “We fill up
from our LP storage tanks at home,
saving with bulk purchases.

“LP equipment suppliers are more
likely to have individual pieces of
cquipment than a whole kit at this
point." he says. “If vou look for a car-
buretor here and a tank there. you
usually can find the necessary pieces
and can put them together yourself,
rather than looking for a whole con-
version kit. They're hard to find.”

Not surprisingly, the National LP
gas association, located in Oak Brook,
11, discourages makeshift LP con-
versions.,

“LP can be dangerous if not han-
dled correctly, particularly the
fumes. Conversions should be done
only by experienced mechanics,”
warns Jack Hartzall. director of com-
munications for the Association.

Hartzell feels that some people are
probably on two or more waiting lists
and, consequently, the reported
backlog of 4 to 6 months on conver-
sion Kits may be exaggerated.

Increasing numbers of irrigators
are also switching to LP gas. W.C.
Speer, an LP-gas dealer in Paragould,
Ark., sold two trailer loads of
Chrysler LP fueled engines this year.
primarily to rice growers trying to
avoid the high price of diesel fuel.

“On a large well, [ can install a 318
cc V-8 Chrysler that runs on LP-gas
for about $2.600," says Speer. “An
equivalent diesel costs $8,000 and.
with about a 50 cent price spread per
gallon, there's no payback on the di-
esel. LP is the only way to go.”

One of the most popular fuel-savers

Preparing for a test drive, Schuler pours waste oil into fender-mounted

fuel tank.

Dennis Johnson, Litchfield, Minn,
with Acme Carburetion

around a 4020,

for diesel tractors is the Red Rooster
LLP-injection system, sold by Acme
Carburetion. Mankato, Minn,, and
first featured in FARM SHOW 21,
years ago.

The Rooster injects small amounts
of LP into the air normally compres-
sed in the combustion chamber with
diesel fuel. It uses the air to burn all
diesel fuel that would otherwise go
unburned. Users report 20 to
more power, and 15 to 20% less fuel
consumplion because of increased
efficiency. and longer engine life.

“It works on either naturally aspi-
rated or turbocharged diesels,” says
Don Fettes, Acme Garburetion presi-
dent. “You can install it yourselfand

950
25%

no changes are noeded if the engineis
in good condition.”

Cost of the Red Rooster is right al
$169.50. Mos! farmers mounta 25 to
30 gal. LP-gas tank on the tractor,
usually picking np used tanks for
around $30. savs Fotles.

One Red Rooster user, Bob Dasher,
Buffalo Lake, Minn., womn
straight diesel, our IHC 800 did 98 hp.
Opened up the LP injector and it

says:

P
, says his John Deere 4230, equipped

s Red Rooster LP-injector, “will run cricles

walked up to 128. but weset it back to
115 hp. and sealed it. kngine ran
and exhaust temperature
showed a drop of over 300 degrees.”

Acme carburation also sells a full
line of LP equipment, including con-
version Kits for farm equipment,
pickups, cars.

casier

I'or more information, contact:
IFARM SHOW Followup, Acme Car-
buretion, Highway 1649 No., Mankato,
Minnesota 56001 (ph 507 387-2646).

Other  LP-engine  cquipment
suppliers include: Dual Fuel Sys-
tems, Inc., 1120 S. Male. Montebello.
Cal. 90540. Algas Industries. Inc.,
2657 Andjon Drive. Dallas, Tex
75220, Beam Products Manulactur-
ing Co., 4040 Rosslyn Street, Los
Angeles. Cal. 90065, IMPCO Car-
buretion, Inc.. 16916 Gridley Place,
Cerritos, Cal, 90701, ] & S Carburetor
Co.. P.O. Box 10391, Dallas, Tex.
75207 (ph 214 742-8315)

I'or general information. contact:
FARM SHOW Followup. National LP
Gas Association. 1301 W. 22nd St.,
Oak Brook. 11l 60521 (ph 312 887-
0110).

‘“NO SMOKING OR LOSS OF PERFORMANCE”

Full-Sized

Car Gets

50 MPG On Waste Oil

“There's more than 680 million gal-
lons of waste oil available every year
in the U.S. at pennies a gallon," says
Iiddie Schuler, a Morrison, 111, car
dealer who's burning waste oil in
diesel-powered « and pickups.
Schuler was featured in FARM
SHOW two years ago when he en-

gineered a waste oil-powered Dodge
Colt that got 54 mpg on the highway.
He's now getting right at 50 mpg on a
larger Dodge Aspen which he re-
cently converted o run on a waste
oil-diesel mixture.

“We've mixed waste oil anywhere
from 5to 50% with No. 2 diesel fuel
but find a 25% mixture works best.
We burn it in a conventional Chrysler
diesel engine with no smoking or loss
of performance. In fact, the waste oil
is heavier, has more btu's, and actu-
ally improves the mileage.” explains

Schuler, who also has burned al-
cohol, kerosene and low grade heat-
ing oil in combination with diesel
fuel and waste oil.

Preparing for a test ride in the
Aspen, Schuler poured only slightly
filtered waste oil directly into a spe-
cial tuel tank mounted on the car's
front fender. The almost clear diesel
fuel, visible through the sight gauge.
immediately turned black.

Schuler has developed a booming
sideline business it converting gas-
powered cars and pickups to diesel.
Using adapters he's developed over
the past several years. he can
custom-fit a new Chrysler-Mitsubishi
four or six cylinder diesel engine to
most any car or pickup, installing a
Chrysler transmission where neces-
sary.

(Continued on next page)
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