Tractor-pulled mower deck is fitted with heavy caster wheels mounted on brackets

that make it easy to adjust height.

“WE’VE USED IT FOR 10
YEARS WITH NO PROBLEMS”

Mower Fitted With
Sickle Section Blades

“We've mowed our 3-acre farm yard with it
for 10 years with no problems. Does a
beautiful job and it’s inexpensive to replace
blades when needed,” says Ken Craven,
Byars, Okla., about his home-built tractor-
pulled mower deck that uses a unique cut-
ting blade fitted with sickle sections on
either end.

“At the time we builtit, it cost us $1,200
less than a similar size commercial mower
deck made out of aluminum or sheet metal.
We feel ours is much better because it's

Vol. 17, No. 3, 1993

Publisher and

Editorial Director - Harold M. Johnson
Editor - Mark Newhall

Assoclate Editor - Bill Gergen

Office Manager - Joan C. Johnson

FARM SHOW is published bimonthly
for $13.95 per year (816.95 in Canada and
foreign countries) by Farm Show Publishing
Inc., P.O. Box 1029, 20088 Kenwood Trail,
Lakeville, Minn, 55044, POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to FARM SHOW, Box
1029, Lakeville, Minn. 55044 (ph 612 469-
5572; fax 612469-5575). Single copy price is
$3.00 ($3.50 in Canada) Publication No.
470870.

FARM SHOW does not accept advertis-
ing and focuses exclusively on new products
and product evaluations.

FARM SHOW does not charge for new
productsor services f d in the magazi
Anyone with a new product or service of
interest to farmers - whether inventor, manu-
facturer, marketer, distributor or whatever - is
invited to contact FARM SHOW regarding
possible publication.

AS A SERVICE TO READERS,
Farm Show publishes newsworthy products
and ideas. Because of possible variance in the
quality and condition of materials and work-
manship, Farm Show cannot assume respon-
sibility for proper application of techniques,
or proper and safe functioning of manufac-
tured or reader-built projects resulting from
information published in this magazine. Farm
Show attempts to verify product claims in
editorial reports and adheres to rigid stan-
dards. However, the publisher assumes no
liability for accuracy and validity of claims.

Printed in U.S.A. Allrights reserved, includ-
ing the right of reproduction, in whole or in
part, without written permission.

May-June, 1993

2 « FARM SHOW ) 7— 3

e N
i 0 [:@'

xn

made out of 3/16-in. plate steel and is fitted
with heavy caster wheels mounted on brack-
ets that make it easy to adjust height.

“We used a belt pulley gear box from an
8N Ford tractor asaright angle gearbox and
used bearing hubs from an old Wheelhorse
mower deck to mount the three blades. The
4 pulleys for the gearbox and hubs came off
a junked combine and we got the drive belt
from a New Holland 469 Haybine.

“Blades are 2 ft. long and made out of 3-
in. wide, 1/4-in. thick flat bar steel with
standard mower sickle sections riveted to
cach end. These inexpensive blades also
work greaton conventional mowers. A friend
of ours used the idea on a Sears riding
mower. We replace the sickle sections once
a year unless we hit a rock or something.

“Other than sickle sections, we've only
replaced one idler pulley and 2 belts in 10
years."

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Ken
Craven, Rt. 1, Box 43, Byars, Okla. 74831
(ph 405 469-4326).

Plastic “bow]” is screwed into sidewalls.
Indestructible

Hog Feeder
You can convert a worn-out tir¢ into an
indestructible hog feeder by inserting a
“bowl"” made from recycled plastic into the
center of it and screwing it to the sidewalls.
Bowils sell for $10. They fit 15-in. tires.
Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, EZ
Hutch, 8800 St. R. 274, Kettlersville, Ohio
45336 (ph 513 693-8691).

High-Speed

Trencher pulls through the ground like a low to create smooth, 24-in. deep V-shaped
trench.

WORKS AT SPEEDS OF MORE
THAN 50 TO 100 FT. PER HOUR

Trencher

For Loaders, Backhoes

“We just introduced our new trencher last
January and we’ve already had tremendous
interest from all over the world in all kinds
of industries. Everyone says they’ve never
seen anything like it,” says Stuart Jefferson,
inventor and manufacturer of a new non-
powered high-speed trencher that’s designed
to clamp onto a backhoe, loader bucket, or
dozer blade.

Itcreates a smooth, 24-in. decp V-shaped
trench at a rate or 50 to 100 ft. per minute or
more, depending on soil conditions. It pulls
through the ground like a plow with soil
flowing up to either side.

The trencher has been in development
since 1985 when Jefferson was offered
$5,000 by a building contractor if he could
cut an 800-ft. long, 2-ft. deep V-shaped
ditch alongside an office building to solve a
drainage problem. That's when he came up
with the simple design for hisditcher. Using
a prototype, he dug the ditch in 25 min. and
saved the contractor thousands of dollars
over the cost of bringing in conventional
construction equipment.

Jefferson spent the next seven years re-
fining the design and testing it in soils all
over the U.S. The body of his trencher is
builtout of the highest quality 5/16-in. steel
with hard-surfaced cutting edges “made out
of the hardest steel available that you can
still weld”, he says, adding that “It’s built
heavier than any loader bucket or backhoe
bucket on the market.”

Trencher also mounts on tractor front-end loader or dozer blade.

It’11 work right through rocks (up to 6 in.
dia.), roots (up to 3 in. dia.) and standing
water. “It's great for making quick drainage
ditches in flooded ficlds, light tiling, ditch
cleaning, laying irrigation pipe, cable lay-
ing (with awachment), and many other
chores,” says Jefferson, adding that the
scooped-out front of the ditcher lets it also
be used like a small bucket when working
close to buildings, etc.

“Every angle on the trencher was de-
signed to provide smooth, high-speed per-
formance under conditions ranging from
abrasive sandy soils to the stickiest clays,”
says Jefferson.

The trencher, which sells for $1,595,
weighs 225 Ibs. and is designed for use on
60 hp. tractors and up. He's working on
othersizes as well as a 3-pt. mounted model.
A Kevlar load transfer sling is available for
backhoe use which prevents reverse pres-
sure on the machine’s hydraulic system. It
fastens between the bucket and the base of
the boom. When used on a backhoe, you
work in reverse. When used on a loader
bucket or dozer blade, you drive forward.
Jefferson notes that maximum working
depth when mounted on a front-end loader
is 18 in.

For more information, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Jefferson Trencher, 9207
Ox Road, Lorton, Va. 22079 (ph 703 690-
1730 ; fax 703 690-3643).



