JUST OFF THE PRESS

“How To’” Books On Home-Brewed Alcohol

Just off the press are two “how to"
hooks for anyone interested in getting
started in a do-it-yourself program for
producing alcohol for tractor fuel and
possibly home heating.

The first book is written by Lance
Crombie, well-known alcohol exper
imenter from Webster, Minn., who's
been featured in several issues of
FARM SHOW, In his new book,
“Making Alcohol Fuel.”
speaks out for small. farm-based al-
cohol plants as opposed to large, cen-
tralized *‘fuel factories". charging
that high labor and transportation
costs will over-price the fuel pro-
duced by the plants. “Why not pro-
duce fuel on farms where it will be
used?” Crombie asks.

He describes in detail how to apply
for an alcohol permit from the gov-
ernment, benefits of alcohol as a fuel,
how to make alcohol in a conven-
tional still, incluing recipes and dia-
grams, and how to use the alcohol
once you've made it

Crombie's book is available for
$5.00 per copy by writing: FARM
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The second book, published by the
Bureau ol Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms, outlines the step by step
procedure for obtaining a permit to
produce alcohol on your farm. Pur-
pose of the booklet, according to a
Bureau official, is to help clear up
questions about the permit process.
and to give the thousands of farmers
who have called Bureau offices easy-
to-follow information on obtaining
alcohol permits.

The booklet describes the process
for setting up a commercial alcohol
plant on a farm. It helps you through
the required forms and explains vari-
ous government regulations ontrol-
ling the production and sales of the
alcohol.

The book also outlines procedures
for obtaining an experimental permit
for producing alcohol which won't be
sold but used as fuel on the farm. For
this permit, according to the book.
you simply send a letter detailing: 1.

What you plan to do with the alcohol
produced; 2. The location of your
farm and how many acres you own
and the buildings to be used in al
cohol production; 3.
vou'll use for making alcohol and the
equipment; 4. What security will be
provided for the alcohol produced;

The process

and 5. Your proposed rate of produc-
tion

After receiving the letter, an offi-
cial will visit your farm for an inter-
view and completion of final details
Here are some examples of questions
the booklet answers:

Q. Can I sell or loan any excess al-
cohol produced to another person for
fuel use?

A. No. Alcohol produced may be
used as fuel only by the plant (your
farm) described in yvour letter of ap-
plication. Alcohol can be removed
from the premises for vour own use,
such as in your personal car, if it is
denatured. (A formula for denaturing
the alcohol to make it undrinkable it
provided.)

Q. Can any of the alcohol be used

for beverage purposes on my farm?

A. No. Besides being liable for the
IRA tax of $10.50 per gallon, vou
would be breaking the law

Q. Can I build my still before re-
ceiving my permit from the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms?

A. Yes, bul you can't starl produc-
ing until the permit arrives.

Q. How long is the permit good for?

A. Two years unless yvou have a
good reason why it should last
longer. At the end of that period, it
can be renewed by re-submitting the
same information.

Bureau officials are hoping alcohol
laws will be changed in the near fu-
ture to make the permit process for
any type ol farm-based alcohol plant
simpler

For a copy of the publication. con-
tact: FARM SHOW Followup. De-
partment of the Treasury, Bureau of
Alcohol. Tobacco and
Washington, D. C. 20226
publication number 5000.1

Firearms.
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First Of Its Kind Moisture Tester

Farmers and elevator managers who
have tested the new Nova grain
moisture tester are saying it could be
the most accurate portable moisture
monitor on the market. They say
they'll know for sure after harvest this
fall when the sensor gets its first
widespread on-farm test.

Bill Johnson, vice president of the
Nova Century Corp., Anoka, Minn.
manufacturer of the first-of-its-kind
grain moisture tester, isn't surprised
that it has passed initial field tests
with flying colors. “It’s fast, works for
any type of grain and is temperature
compensated so there is no need for
thermometers and  conversion
charts,” he points out. *It's also accu-
rate to two-tenths of one percent, and
can match most of the more expen-
sive, bench type monitors."

The Nova monitor measures rela-
tive humidity between grain kernels,
rather than the electrical resistance.
as most monitors do, Johnson exp-
lains. A key component in the new-
style monitor is a special ceramic
chip, coated with a thin chemical
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film that reacts only to waler. To use
the new-style monitor, you fill any
container, such as a glass jar, with
grain deep enough to hold the 6-in.
probe. Set the dial on whatever grain
vou are monitoring and press the
“on"" button. When the needle stops
moving, which takes only about 2
min.. vou've got yvour reading. “You
read it right off the meter — no data or
charts to interpret,” Johnson em-
phasizes. “Most conventional meters
used by elevators have to be adjusted
or calibrated often, and are not prac-
tical for on-farm use. Other portable
devices are often inconsistent and
unreliable. The new Nova solves all
of these problems.”

It weighs just 2 Ibs. because of the
miniaturized circuits, and runs off
two Y-volt batteries. Suggested retail
is $250.

For more details, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Nova Sensor Cor-
poration, 2804 5th Ave. No., Anoka,
Minn, 55303 (ph. 612 421-6556).

FARM SHOW Subscription Order

’
Yes! 1 want 1o be first (o learn about Tatest oew products. Please send me one full year's
subscription (6 bi-monthly issues) at $9.00per year ($14 for 2 vears, $18 o1 3 years). Lunderstand 1

can cancel alter my first issue it not satistied Canada and foreign subscriptions $11 per year
Check here §f this is
My Check (§ is Enclosed Bill Me (Your Initials | o renewal order
Name
PLEASE PRINT
Address —
ity Stite Zip

Make check pavable to FARM SHOW  Clip and matl this coupon to: FARM SHOW. 8500 210th St
Johnson Building. Lakeville, Minn. 55044




