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• “Nothing is so diffi cult as not deceiving oneself.”         
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The Tri-State Old Iron Association in South Dakota has held 
an annual 2-day tractor ride since 2006. In 2010, members 
Jerome and Beverly Mueller started creating different designs 
on paper and then translated those designs into hundreds of 
tractors lined up in a fi eld to create images photographed 
from the air.
 “We draw up each image on graph paper and then use a 
carpenter’s square, tape measure, and colored fl ags to plot it 
out in a fi eld,” says Beverly. “A lawn mower is then used to 
create the fi nal pattern, so the tractors know where to line up. 
Once they’re all in place, Dave Tunge, an aerial photographer 
from Dakota Aerials, Yankton, S. Dak., takes a photo from 
high above.”
 This past summer’s design was a continuous spiral entitled 
“What Comes Around Goes Around” with gaps left to create 
a giant “Y” for Yankton. A corn planter marker was used to 
create the “Y”.
 Past designs included a huge “USA”, a tractor, and a 10th 
anniversary design celebrating the history of the club.
 Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup, Tri-State Old Iron As-
sociation, Yankton, S. Dak. (ph 605-660-1943;  2005tsoia@
gmail.com). 
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It’s no secret that the U.S. Postal Service has had its share of 
problems over the years.  But dropping an envelope into a box 
with a 58 cent stamp on it and getting it delivered anywhere 
in the country is still a pretty good deal.  
     In August the Postal Service raised rates on all classes of 
mail - and the percentage of increase was 3 to 4 times that 
of previous increases.  In October, they announced that they 
will be slowing down the mail service as well.  
     Consequently, all mail is taking more time to move through 
the system.  Please be patient with FARM SHOW issue 
and renewal mailings.  We are working under our normal 
schedules on our end, but things are now taking longer to 
get to you and to get back to us.  
     It looks like longer delivery times are the new norm so 
maybe I should start mailing my Christmas cards now. 
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Retired nurse and landowner 
Anne Melady from Ontario, 
Canada, had some fun in a 
wheat fi eld this year.  
     She placed shark fi ns in 
the fi eld made from plywood spray painted black.  They 
were fi xed to the ground with 1/2-in. electrical pipe brackets.   
“When the wind blows they do move some, adding to the 
illusion,” says Melady.
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