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From the Archives . . .

We spotted this garbage truck turned into a 
self-propelled manure spreader in Practical 
Farm Ideas, our “sister” publication over in 
Britain (www.farmideas.co.uk). 
 Inventor Sean Jackman calls it the “Big 
Green Spreading Machine”. The spreader is 
powered by a 225 hp diesel engine and can 
handle a 20-ton load.
 Jackman installed four vertical spreader 
beaters on back of the garbage truck. The 
truck’s original hydraulic-operated ram 
pushes manure toward the back to a short 

Manure Spreader Built   From Garbage Truck

Four vertical spreader beaters mount on 
back of garbage truck. Truck’s original hy-
draulic-operated ram pushes manure onto 
chain-driven slat fl oor in front of beaters.

Portable Greenhouse Goes Where The Heat Is
If it gets too cold for the plants in Loye 
Startzell’s greenhouse, he just pulls it into 
his heated garage. Once the sun comes out, 
so does the greenhouse.

The 16 by 8-ft. unit is outfi tted with all 
the modern conveniences, including water 
and electrical hook ups. It makes it easy 
for him to start the hundreds of plants 
(300 tomato plants alone) that he later 
transplants to his three gardens or gives 
away to neighbors. 

“I built the greenhouse on an old trailer 
frame that a salvage dealer gave me,” 
explains Startzell. “I welded the cracked 
frame and reinforced the cross members 
by adding additional bed frame rails and 
welded into place cross members that were 
bent or broken.”

Once he had a solid base to work with, 
he laid down a 2 by 6 fl oor, spacing the 
planks so water could drain through. The 
6-ft., 3-in. tall walls were framed on 16-in. 
centers with 2 by 2’s.

To strengthen the structure, Startzell 

the trailer.
The interior of the trailer consists of two 

38-in. high, 16-ft. by 29-in. shelves and a 
29 1/2-in. wide center aisle.

Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup, Loye 
Startzell, 1205 Ishman Rd., Brookville, 
Penn. 15825 (ph 814 849-5888; loye@
alltel.net).

The 16 by 8-ft. greenhouse is outfi tted with water and electrical 
hookups. Makes it easy for him to start hundreds of plants.

Loye Startzell built this portable greenhouse on an old trailer frame. 
If it gets too cold for the plants in his greenhouse, he just pulls it into 
his heated garage.

He cut a hole for a fan at one end and a 
doorway at the other end.

framed in the end walls with 2 by 2’s and 
particle board with a center height of 7 ft. 5 
in. He ran a 2 by 4 the length of the trailer as 
a ridge beam. More particle board covers the 
lower 18 in. of the sidewalls, adding stability 
to the structure, yet allowing in light for 
plants set on the fl oor. He cut openings for 
two windows at either end of the greenhouse 
and a hole for a fan at one end and a doorway 
at the other end.

“I cut down an old door to the proper size 
and added a fold-down step made from scrap 
steel that I hinged to the trailer,” he says. 
The greenhouse is covered by 6-mil plastic.

“All electrical wiring is overhead to 
prevent any water contact when watering 
plants,” emphasizes Startzell, who also 
recommends using GFI receptacles for 
safety. “If it doesn’t get cold enough to pull 
in the garage, I cover the slatted fl oor with 
pieces of carpet and plastic and hook up a 
small heater.”

A simple garden hose holder with a faucet 
attached makes it easy to get water inside 

chain-driven slat fl oor in front of the beat-
ers. A 100 hp engine, bolted on the side of 
the machine, drives a hydraulic pump that 
operates the beaters, apron chain, and ram. 
 The machine was fi tted with tandem axle 
rear fl otation wheels, which are offset to 
reduce soil compaction. 
 Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Sean 
Jackman (ph 011 44 1525 240206 or 011 44 
07971 952015; mavbobcat@aol.com).
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