He Sells, Promotes Rare “Open Source” Garden Seeds

For Mike Dunton at Vlctory Seeds, pro-
moting heirloom seeds is a mission, not a
marketing gimmick.

“When we started out 20 years ago, we
were one of only a couple companies that
specialized in heritage or heirloom variet-
ies,” says Dunton. “We remain one of the
few that actively works on the preservation
effort. A ton of sellers have jumped on the
bandwagon for marketing reasons.”

Unlike many larger operations, Dunton’s
family-owned company grows out much of
the seeds they sell on their farm. The ones
he doesn’t grow are produced by a network
of selected growers. He locates and docu-
ments rare, open-pollinated, non-GMO, non-
hybrid, heirloom seeds and promotes them
to home gardeners.

“Since our founding, the Victory Seed
Company has only offered seeds that were
not only rare, open-pollinated and primarily
heritage or heirloom varieties, but ones that
our supporters (customers) are encouraged
to propagate and save seeds from,” says
Dunton.

The company offers more
than 50 different crops from
artichokes and asparagus to
turnips and watermelons. There
are 10 different groupings of
tomatoes, with 20 varieties
listed under brown and black
alone. Dunton lists more than
30 under corn and 46 under
salad greens. Tobacco has 57
different varieties.

“Tobacco is quite a mag-
nificent plant, with beautiful
flowers that make them a great
addition to flower beds,” says
Dunton.

Their website offers a wealth
of information on gardening, as
well as cover crop seeds, some gardening
books, hard goods and even apparel. Tools
sold on the site are handcrafted by a tradi-
tional blacksmith in Montana.

Dunton offers individual seed packets,
bulk seed and a variety of seed kits - multiple
seed varieties or types, including a culinary

Promoting heirloom seeds is a mission for Mike Duton
at Victory Seeds. His family-owned company grows most
of the seeds they sell on their farm.

herb seed collection.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Vic-
tory Seed Company, P.O. Box 192, Molalla,
Ore. 97038 (info@victoryseeds.com; wWww.
victoryseeds.com).
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String Thinner Adapted For Older-Style Peach Trees

Canning peach producer Frank Bavaro gets
more peaches at less cost with his modified
Darwin String Thinner. While the Darwin
works great for thinning blossoms on trel-
lised and hedged peach trees, it doesn’t work
on more traditional tree shapes. Now Bavaro
and others with traditional orchards can also
benefit from blossom thinning.

“I’ve used it for 2 seasons, and I’m gain-
ing a minimum of 1 1/2 tons per acre,” says
Bavaro.

The Darwin String Thinner has a 10-ft. ro-
tating spindle with 2-ft. long strings spaced
every inch along the spindle. Bavaro used
the original hydraulic motors and orbital
spinning shafts to develop 2 thinners. For
top thinning, he mounted the thinning shaft
horizontally on a high post. This allows it to
break up blossoms on the tops of trees. The
second unit has a shaft mounted vertically
on a pivoting arm. This arm is manually
controlled by a worker walking behind the
machine. He can move it in and out to match
the shape of the trees.

“l am working on a redesign with a
platform where the operator of the vertical
arm can sit,” says Bavaro. “That eliminates
the potential of tripping while walking and
looking up.”

He is also adding a second arm to the plat-
form to thin blossoms on the accompanying
row. This will eliminate a trip down the same

row center.

“We’ll be able to do the sides
of 2 rows at a time,” says Ba-
varo.

Bavaro uses the thinner at
blossom time to reduce the load
on the tree by about 50 percent.
With hand labor, thinning takes
place in May when pits harden.
This year, he noted that fruit
from trees thinned at blossom
was 3 to 4 mm larger than trees
that had not been thinned.

“With fewer blossoms, the tree
could put its energy into those
that remain,” says Bavaro.

Labor costs were reduced by
two thirds. In the past, it would take 25 to

30 workers to thin the trees in May. With
the string thinner, he cut back to between 8
and 10 workers. Comparison trials he ran in
2015 revealed a cost per acre of $140 with
the string thinner alone, while conventional
hand thinning done with workers on ladders
ran $810 per acre.

“Some folks had difficulty finding labor
and getting their thinning done in time,” says
Bavaro.

The mechanically-thinned trees out-pro-
duced the hand-thinned ones significantly
that year. The blossom-thinned trees pro-
duced 33.6 tons per acre for canning and 7.3

Photo courtesy T.J. Mullinax, Good Fruit Grower
Frank Bavaro modified a Darwin String Thinner to thin
blossoms on his traditionally-shaped peach trees, reducing
labor costs and improving yields.

tons for juice. The trees with fruit thinned
in May produced only 29.3 tons per acre of
canning fruit with no fruit for juice.

“The modifications cost about $1,000,”
says Bavaro.

Bavaro has no intention of patenting his
modifications. He hopes that other growers
of both canning and fresh peaches will adapt
the idea.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Frank
Bavaro, 22280 Sexton Rd., Escalon, Calif.
95320 (ph 209 573-3178; bavaroranch@
yahoo.com).
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