Don Campbell started out with the frame, axles and engine from an old
Steiner front-mount riding mower to build this half-scale articulating
Deere 9630 4-WD tractor.

* He lengthened
the mower’s
front and rear
frames and made
new fenders,
fuel tank, and
hood. “The cab
is proportional
to the tractor. It
looks factory-
built,” says
Campbell.

Half-Scale Articulating 9630 4-WD Deere

We’re willing to bet that no one has built
more scale model tractors and other unique
creations than Don Campbell, Gaylord,
Mich., who recently showed us his one-of-
a-kind half-scale articulating “new-style”
9630 Deere 4-WD tractor.

“I’ve wanted to build a Deere 4-WD for
20 years,” says Campbell, who doesn’t
work from plans or measurements. He just
eyeballs each job, fabricating most of the
parts he needs in his well-equipped shop. “A
dairy farmer down the road has 6 articulat-
ing Deeres, all fitted with Degelman blades.
This one also has a blade and the newer 9630

hood.

“I started out with the frame, axles and
engine from an old Steiner front-mount
mower. I also used the hydraulics and pivot
joint. The wheels were fitted with 8 30-in.
tall tires to give it a big tractor look. It has
a 23 hp. twin cylinder Kohler gas engine. [
lengthened the front and rear frames by 12
in. and made new fenders and a fuel tank as
well as the hood.

“Unlike most half-scale tractors I’ve seen,
which have distorted-looking cabs so the
driver can get into them, I made mine with
a cab of the same scale so it’s proportional

to the tractor. It looks factory-built.

“I sometimes use the tractor in winter to
move snow but otherwise it has a home in
the shed. The blade gives it a nice finishing
touch and it’s kind of fun to have a half-
scale version of my neighbor’s 6 tractors
with blades on them.”

You can check out Campbell’s 9630 on
a video at www.farmshow.com.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Don
Campbell, P.O. Box 132, Gaylord, Mich.
49374 (ph 989 732-3946; doncampbell-
models@yahoo.com).

“Best Buy” 1978 Ford F-150
Runs On Propane Or Gas

“My 1978 propane-powered Ford F-150
pickup has more than 576,000 miles on it.
It’s a tough old bird that has survived several
accidents. Switching to propane has saved
me a lot of money over the years,” says
Steve Edwards, Granbury, Texas.

Edwards bought the longbed pickup new
in 1978, equipped with a 302 cu. in., V-8
carbureted gas engine and 4-speed manual
transmission. The next year he had Impco
in Fort Worth, Texas (ph 714 656-1200;
www.impco.ws) convert the engine to run
on propane as well as gas. “My father-in-law
loaned me $1,100 to to make the conver-
sion,” says Edwards.

The conversion included an 80-gal. pro-
pane tank mounted in the pickup bed, and
a propane injector and water vapor unit
mounted on the 2-barrel carburetor. A hose
runs from the tank up to a regulator.

“I paid $5,600 for the pickup new in 1978,
which was the last year Ford F-150’s could
be operated on regular leaded gas,” says
Edwards. “At the time, propane cost about
35 cents per gal., and it still costs only about

$2 per gal. today. So we run it on propane
most of the time.”

He says the propane conversion has paid
for itself many times over. “Running on
propane, it gets 12 miles per gal. in town
and 14 miles per gal. on the highway. The
driver just flips a switch to go from gas
to propane. With propane you lose a little
power, so sometimes the engine will slow
down a little going uphill.”

Last November his mechanic completely
overhauled the engine, putting in new rings
and valves and timing chains. He also re-
bored the cylinders and replaced the cam-
shaft.

“I change the oil every 3,000 miles, even
though I could go longer than that because
most of the time I’m running on propane,”
says Edwards.

The pickup has survived 2 accidents. “My
wife rolled the pickup over in 1981, but four
guys got out alongside the highway and
flipped the vehicle back on its wheels. She
was able to drive it several more miles that
day.”
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Steve Edwards of Granbury, Texas, says
he couldn’t be happier with his 1978
propane-powered Ford F-150 pickup. It

has more than 576,000 miles on it.

The propane tank helped Edwards avoid
serious injury last year when he was in-
volved in another accident. “I had stopped
at a traffic light when someone going 55
mph hit me from behind. Fortunately, the
propane tank was full and the weight helped
keep the pickup from twisting around and
rolling over.”

The impact tore off the pickup’s bumper
and the right side of the bed, and bent part
of the tailgate but he fixed everything up. “I
put new headlights on and had the pickup
repainted. Now everyone who sees it loves
it,” says Edwards.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Steve
Edwards, 4513 Garden View Dr., Granbury,
Texas 76049 (ph 817 326-2473).
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