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Handy Fence Clip Tool 
Anyone who has built a T-post fence knows 
that attaching fence clips to posts is a time-
consuming task – especially when it comes 
to woven wire.  Fencing pliers are often 
cumbersome to work with, and it’s easy to 
lose one’s grip.  
 When Dave Taylor of Springfi eld, Mo, 
was building fence for his daughter’s horse, 
he knew there had to be a more effi cient way 
of putting on the clips.  His solution was a 
small, easy to use fence clip tool that holds 
and bends multiple sizes of clips.  
 Dave made his fence clip tool from a 
5-inch piece of 3/8-inch round steel rod.  He 
heated one end of the length of rod until it 
became malleable, and then fl attened the end 
to 7/16 in.  Once the metal cooled, he drilled 
3 different-sized holes in the fl attened end of 
the tool to match the most commonly used 
fence clip sizes.  

 To use the tool, Dave simply puts a fence 
clip in place on the post, slides the clip end 
into the proper sized hole, and bends the 
clip around the wire.  The small size of the 
tool allows it to easily fi t between strands or 
squares of wire, and makes the entire process 
much faster and easier.     
 Taylor made the tool for his own use and 
has no plans to sell it.  

Easy-to-use fence clip tool can be used to 
hold and bend multiple sizes of clips.

“Two-In-One” Round Bale Feeder
This “2-in-1” round bale handler, developed 
by Irish manufacturer Darragh Egan at 
Ballyealan Engineering, lets you haul a bale 
and bale ring at the same time to a pasture 
and then lower the ring over the bale, without 
having to get off the tractor.
 The unit can be mounted either on a 3-pt. 
hitch or a front-end loader. It consists of 2 
parts – a bale hauler with tilting forks and a 
hinged ring hauler that extends up and over 
the bale. 
 To haul a bale and ring, the operator loads 
the bale onto the forks, then hooks the arm 

onto the top of the ring. A curved bar on the 
lower part of the arm keeps the ring stable 
during transport.
 To place the ring over the bale, the operator 
tilts the forks down and slowly drives forward 
at the same time to set the bale upright on the 
ground. Then he lowers the ring down over 
the bale.
 The arm can be removed whenever it’s not 
needed by pulling 2 pins. 
 You can watch the unit in action on youtube 
or by going to https://www.facebook.com/
ballyealanengineering/posts.

Darragh Egan can haul a bale and bale ring at the same time to a pasture and then 
lower the ring over the bale, without having to get off the tractor.

Bucket-Mounted Rototiller
Powered By Gas Engine

Don Ritchhart, Lincoln, Ill., 91 years old, 
recently sent FARM SHOW photos of a 
loader-mounted rototiller he put together 
that’s powered by a pull-start gas engine. 
Ritchhart raises or lowers the loader to 
control the rototiller’s depth.
 He built a rectangular frame that bolts onto 
the bottom of his Bobcat tractor’s loader 
bucket and bolted a 3-ft. wide rototiller off 
an old pull-type garden tiller to the bottom 
of the frame. The rototiller is belt-driven by 
a 10 hp. gas engine. 
 The entire unit rides on a single wheel off a 
riding mower that functions as a gauge wheel.
  “It’s easy to use, and I have a good view of 
everything in front of me. I just tilt the bucket 
to adjust the depth of the rototiller’s tines,” 
says Ritchhart. “The rototiller was equipped 
with a small pulley, which just happened to 
match up with the engine.”
 Ritchhart built the unit last summer and 

used it to prepare the ground where a big 
above-ground swimming pool had stood. 
“The owner wanted to reseed the ground 
with grass, but there was a lot of sand on top 
with some sod growing on it, and dirt below 
the sand. I wanted to mix the sand and dirt 
together.”
 He spent only about $500 to build the unit. 
“My friend and neighbor bought the rototiller 
and wood chipper at an auction and gave 
them to me. I paid someone to weld the frame 
together, which was my biggest cost.” 
 Ritchhart used existing holes in the bucket 
to bolt the frame on and didn’t make any 
modifi cations to the bucket at all. “I can 
remove the entire rototiller by pulling three 
bolts,” he notes.
 Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Don 
Ritchhart, 1631 N. Kankakee St., Lincoln, 
Ill. 62656 (ph 217 732-6071). 

Don Ritchart bolted 
a 3-ft. wide garden 
rototiller to a steel 
frame that bolts onto 
his Bobcat’s loader 
bucket. Tiller is 
powered by a pull-
start gas engine. 

Buying gifts for farmers and ranchers is not easy.  
But we’ve got some great ideas!

Gift Subscriptions:  Do your friends a fa-
vor!  You can give the “First Gift” to yourself 
as a one-year extension of your own FARM 
SHOW subscription, entitling you to give 
reduced rate gift subscriptions to friends, 
relatives, business associates, students, 
or others. Each recipient gets a free copy 
of our new 168 page book “Great Shop 
Ideas - Volume III”.

FARM SHOW On DVD-Rom: Every issue of FARM 
SHOW ever published appears on this “searchable” DVD-
Rom, which works on any personal computer. Pages appear 
in their original format so you look through all back issues 
at your leisure.

To order, go to www.FARMSHOW.com, 
or use the Order Form enclosed in this issue.  

You can also call us at 1-800-834-9665.  
VISA, Mastercard, Discover, Paypal & Amazon accepted.

More FARM SHOW Books: These collections of information on specifi c 
topics will provide hours of great reading, and might save you money or give 
you an idea for a new on-farm enterprise.  Topics include, “Money-Making Ideas 
To Boost Farm Income” (Vol. I, II & III), “Great Shop Ideas”, ““Bring Old Farm 
Equipment Back To Life!”, “I Made My Own Tractor”, “Energy Saving Ideas”,   
“Look What They’re Doing With Garden Tractors” and “Just For Kicks”.

Great Gift Ideas For Christmas

FROM THE EDITORS OF

 
FARM SHOW

Magazine
On 

DVD-ROM

®

Vol. 1, No. 1, 1977 
To

Vol. 35, No. 4, 2011

DVD-Rom 
For

PC or Mac

EVERY ISSUE 
EVER PUBLISHED 

PLUS A 
SEARCHABLE INDEX

MAGAZINE

Bring Old Farm
Equipment Back To Life!

© FARM SHOW Publishing, Inc.

Motorcycle Engine
Powers Old Farmall

Polaris Repowered 
With Yamaha Engine

Diesel-Powered 
Mini-Van Gets 39 Mpg
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REBUILDS, REPOWERS, RESTORATIONS, 
MODIFICATIONS AND MUCH MORE! 

Cat D5 Repowered
For Use As Farm Tractor
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Even if you’re a long-time subscriber 
to FARM SHOW and have saved 
every issue, you'll want to have 
these three books in your FARM 
SHOW library. Each 482-page book 
contains approximately 1,200 of the 
best stories from past issues of FARM 
SHOW.  Volume I contains the best 
“made it myself” stories from the years 
2000 to 2004. Volume II contains the 

1,446 Pages Of Great Ideas!

best stories from 2005 to 2009.  And Volume III covers the years from 2010 
to 2014.  
   You get the full original story on each idea, complete with how-to details and 
photos, plus the inventor’s name, address and phone number. 


