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Barnyard Burner Safely Burns Waste
Using dual 120-volt blower motors, air is injected into a 
standard open top 55-gallon drum creating a heat vortex in-
side the barrel. The intense heat creates a clean, smoke-free 
burn disintegrating the discarded materials into ash residue. 
  Any burnable waste can be eliminated from oily rags, 
waste oil containers, feed and seed sacks or unwanted paper 
products. This technology has been modifi ed to suit the 
needs of farms and rural waste management. 
  For the disposal of waste on medical marijuana farms, 
ask about our Drug Terminator portable incinerator or visit 
www.drugterminator.com
  Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, 
  Elastec/American Marine
  1309 West Main, Carmi, Ill.  62821 

618-382-2525 • www.elastec.com

Reader Inquiry No. 130

How To Build A Big Wooden Ball

Big wooden ball is made from treated pine and 
3/4-in. thick plywood. It measures 64 in. dia. 
and weighs 1,500 lbs. 

“I was inspired to build this big wooden ball 
after reading an article in FARM SHOW 
about ‘art’ made from pallets (Vol. 37, No. 
3). The article showed a big wooden ball that 
I thought was interesting,” says Jody Taylor, 
Hammond, La.
 “I had thought about constructing a big 
wooden ball like that for a long time, but I 
could never fi gure out how to do it. I decided 
to try anyway, and it wasn’t until I fi nished 
the job 3 months later that I knew it could 
be done.”
 He built the ball on a metal pipe that’s 
mounted horizontally so he could spin the 
ball around as he built it. To keep the ball 
balanced so it would spin on the shaft, he 
would build one side and then the other side. 
“It’s almost impossible to build a wooden 
ball on a shop fl oor or a table because you 
need to be able to move the ball around,” 
says Taylor. 
 He says he’s proud of the methods he came 
up with to construct the ball. “I could fi ll all 
the pages of an entire FARM SHOW issue 
trying to explain how I did it.”
 The ball measures 64-in. dia. and weighs 
about 1,500 lbs. It’s made entirely of treated 
pine and 3/4-in. thick plywood. 
 “There’s an attraction to these big wooden 
balls that you wouldn’t believe. Everyone 
who sees it for the fi rst time can’t believe 
what they’re looking at. I don’t suppose 
that it has any practical use other than for 
yard art, and for the exercise I get rolling it 
around my 12-acre property. Lucky for me, 
my land is fl at because there are no brakes 
installed on my big wooden ball.” 
 The 7-ft. long, 2-in. dia. pipe is mounted 
on top of a big triangle-shaped metal frame 
that Taylor already had. 

 “I own a business making life jackets and 
use the frame to mount rolls of foam rubber, 
which are then pulled through a press that 
stamps out various life jacket pieces. The 
frame happened to be just the right tool to 
use,” says Taylor. 
 The ball is built from 8 treated pine panels 
shaped like a semi circle. The panels radi-
ate out from an 8-sided, hollow center core 
that slides over the pipe. Both the panels 
and the center core are made from 2 by 4’s. 
A mid support structure at the center that’s 
made from 4 by 6’s connects all the panels 
together. 
 Layers of 3/4-in. thick plywood are at-
tached to the panels and support strips of 
curved 1 by 2’s. Taylor used a 4-ft. section 
of a 5-ft. dia. metal culvert to bend the 1 by 
2 strips, fi rst heating the wood and then using 
a pair of come-alongs inside the culvert to 
bend the strips. 
 “I fi rst stuck the strips in a pipe that I 
welded to one side of the culvert, with the 
strips sticking straight up in the air. Then 
I heated the strips and attached the come-
alongs. I also kept the strips wet as I bent 
them,” says Taylor. “I used our well water, 
which has rust in it that gave a brownish 
color to many of the boards and added to 
the ball’s character.”
 When he was done building the ball, he 
pulled the frame with the ball still on it out 
through his workshop doors, and it barely fi t. 
He used a forklift to lift the ball off the stand, 
and then set it down on the ground, pulled 
the pipe out, and put caps on both ends. 
 “The hardest part was curving the 1 by 
2-in. wood strips. I bent the strips in batches, 
and I had to do 3 separate bendings to make 
enough strips to cover the ball. It took about 

Taylor built the 
ball on a metal 
pipe that’s mount-
ed horizontally, al-
lowing him to spin 
the ball around as 
he built it.

one month to do each batch, The strips were 
under tremendous pressure pulling them 
around the culvert, and because I was using 
treated pine wood a lot of the wood snapped 
at the knots. Next time I’d do the bending 
work during the summer because the warmer 
weather might allow the wood to bend easier 
without snapping.
 “My total expense was less than $2,000. 
That included not only the wood but also a 
lot of screws and a case of liquid nail glue.
 “It was the smallest big ball that I could 
make, because it’s very diffi cult to get wood 
to bend to a smaller circumference. A bigger 
ball would actually be easier to build,” notes 
Taylor.
 Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Jody 
Taylor, 16150 E. Club Deluxe Rd., Ham-
mond, La. 70403 (ph 985 969-1057; sales@
taylortec.com).


