“Big Stinky” Traps Flies Chemical-Free

The name “Big Stinky” may not sound like a
great fly removal solution, but it beats using
pesticides, says Scott Bice, farm manager at
Redwood Hill Farm & Creamery.

With 300 goats on 8 acres and lots of regu-
lar visitors, the Sebastopol, Calif., orchard
operation feels it’s important to keep flies
under control by organic means. The 15 to
20 3-ft. tall fly traps positioned around the
farm have been doing a good job since an
employee — nicknamed Mother Nature —
came up with the design 25 years ago.

The basic concept is to attract flies with
bait and confuse them about how to get out
of the cone inside the trap.

The fermented bait is key, says Bice.
Whisk 1 1/4 cups dry baking yeast into a
half-gallon of warm water. Add 1 heaping
tablespoon of ammonium carbonate (used in
baking and available through online stores).
Pour into a gallon plastic bottle and cap with
a vapor lock to allow gases to escape. Place
in a warm location out of the sun, and let it
age for a couple of days.

The bait is poured into a 9-in. disposable
foil cake pan and slipped into the bottom of
the trap, which is made of a piece of 24 by

36-in. long, 1 by 2-in. welded wire with a
cone inside made of 30 by 42-in. aluminum
mesh window screen.

Ablog posting (Mother Nature’s Fly Trap)
on the Redwood Hill Farm website explains
how to build the trap so it’s tight enough that
flies can’t escape, yet leaves room for flies
to enter at the bottom, lured by the bait.

“The top of the trap is a 5-gal. bucket lid
with a 2-in. hole in the center covered with
acrylic plastic,” Bice explains. “It lets light
in so the flies are attracted to the warmth and
light. They can’t figure out to go back down
to get out.”

It’s important to keep the acrylic piece
clean so light can get through. You also have
to keep the bait moist. Workers at the farm
routinely remove the dead flies and feed
them to the chickens.

The trap doesn’t attract good insects, Bice
says. But it does attract yellow jackets in the
fall.

“My guess is that they are carnivorous, so
they are going after the flies,” he says.

Employees have made miniature versions
to hang in olive trees to capture fruit flies,
using similar bait.
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“This trap would work in backyards,
where people are composting, where there is
wet waste - any place where there are flies,”
he says. “It doesn’t get them all, but it knocks
down the numbers of them, especially if you
set the traps out in the early spring.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Red-
wood Hill Farm & Creamery, Inc., 2064
Gravenstein Hwy. N., Building 1, Suite 130,
Sebastopol, Calif. 95472 (ph 707 823-8250;
www.redwoodhill.com).
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To submit a “Made It Myself”
Story Idea, New Product, Shop
Tip, “Best or Worst Buy”, or
other information, send a note
along with photos, drawings and
literature, if available. We’ll get
back to you later if we need more
details. Send to: Editor, FARM
SHOW, P.O. Box 1029, Lakeville,
Minn. 55044 (ph 800 834-9665;
fax 952 469-5575); email: editor@
farmshow.com. You can also sub-
mit information at our website:
www.farmshow.com.

To change your address, renew
your subscription, take out a
new subscription, order videos
or books, or for other informa-
tion regarding your subscription,
contact: Circulation Department,
FARM SHOW, P.O. Box 1029,
Lakeville, Minn. 55044 (ph
800 834-9665; fax 952 469-5575;
email: circulation@farmshow.
com).

Heavy-Duty Leaf Blower

“I live in the middle of a woodlot and have
about 7 acres of lawn to maintain. I wanted
to use a blower to clean off the leaves but
didn’t want to spend a lot of money. So I con-
verted a silage blower. It’1l blow leaves up to
30 ft.,” says Kurt Cook, Youngstown, N.Y.

He bought the silage blower from a neigh-
bor for $25. He cut off the tongue, wheels
and the blower’s conveyor/auger, and fitted
it with a 3-pt. hookup.

The blower was equipped with a mov-
able band on the blower housing which he
rotated downward 90 degrees to one side. He
rebuilt the blower frame to accommodate the
low spout position, adding a deflector that
forces air down to the ground to dislodge
wet leaves. He wasn’t getting enough air into
the blower, so he used a hole saw to cut a
series of 2 1/2-in. dia. holes into the blower’s
front and back sides. Expanded metal guards
cover the holes for safety.

The blower originally had a hole on the
back at the bottom for silage intake. He
unbolted the backside of the blower and
rotated it to move the hole to the top. Then
he closed up the hole by covering it with a
section of sheet metal.

“It turned out to be a big project but it
really does the job,” says Cook. “I use my
Kubota 35 hp. tractor to power it. I blow the
leaves to the edge of my woodlot where they

T TNIEE TC 1 8
Kurt Cook converted a silage blower into
this heavy-duty leaf blower, equipping it with
rollers off an old set of reel mowers on front
and back so it rolls over uneven ground.

stay put. I go pretty slowly, about 2 mph, and
run it at an engine speed of 1,700 to 1,800
rpm’s, which comes out to a pto speed of
about 300 rpm’s. It’ll easily blow leaves as
well as small branches. I mounted the rollers
off an old set of reel mowers on front and
back so it rolls over uneven ground. I can
adjust the roller up or down by changing the
position of a pair of bolts.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Kurt
Cook, 3983 Calkins Rd., Youngstown, N.Y.
14174 (ph 716 525-2299; cookjandk@
gmail.com).
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