Brothers Share Dairy Barn, Keep Separate Herds

With the high cost of farm
buildings today, why not share
a barn and milking parlor with
another farmer?

That's what brothers Kirk and
Roy Carrell have done on their
adjoining dairy farms near
Godley. Texas. When the two
brothers expanded their dairy
operations a couple years ago,
they needed new barns but felt
that the cost of two new build-
ings was too high. So, they de-
cided to share a barn.

Both brothers operate 200-
acre farms, Kirk put up the barn
on his land but it stands right
alongside the boundary be-
tween the two farms. He leases
part of the barn to Rov at $225
per month.

Inside the barn there are two
separate systems for the two
herds — two bulk tanks and two
feed storage areas. The herds are
kept separate, and milked sepa-
rately in the barn's ““double
eight’" herringbone milking
parlor.

After Roy's herd is milked
into his bulk tank, the pipeline
is switched over to Kirk's tank
for the milking of his herd.
Switching the linealso switches
the automatic feeding system
for the other herd.

“We buy some hay and brew-
ers grains together, then split
the cost of each load. We also
share the cost of supplies used
in the milking parlor, as well as

sharing a barn tractor,
emergency generator and a hay
truck,” says Roy. “Otherwise,
each herd is managed indepen-
dently.”

The Carrells also divide the
cost of the labor furnished by
seven hired milkers.

Roy is currently milking
about 200 cows, and Kirk 225.
“We have just a verbal agree-
ment,” says Roy. “We didn't
have any legal papers written
up. We didn't know of any ar-
rangements like this, so we just
experimented on how to set it
up. Thus far, it has worked out
real well.”

Kirk has been dairying since
1972, and Roy since 1975, Roy
made such good progress in
three years that he was named
Star Young Farmer for his area
of Texas in 1978,

The Carrells haven't had to
make any adjustments in their
original barn-sharing arrange-
ment but they expect that
changes will be necessary as
changes are made in their re-
spective dairy operations. They
currently are contemplating
automatic milker take-offs.

For more details on their
shared dairy barn arrangement,
contact: FARM SHOW Fol-
lowup, Roy Carrell, Rt. 1, Box
47A, Godley, Tex. 76044 (ph.
817 389-2293).

Best
Ideas

Got a “‘best idea” you'd like to share with FARM
SHOW readers — a new wrinkle in cropping,
livestock, machinery or whatever? Maybe it's still
experimental but looks promising. Or, maybe
you've already taken the idea beyond the
experimental stage. We'd like to hear about it.
Write to: Best Ideas, c/o FARM SHOW,

8500 210 St., Lakeville, Minn. 55044.

Harold M. Johnson, Editor

Kids Fascinated By Hand-Made Wooden Toy

Here’'s a toy that kids love to
play with by the hours. It's a
hand-made marble dropping
machine a retired South Dakota
farmer builds in his workshop.

Alex Snaza. Webster. took on
the toymaking hobby a few
years ago when he retired from
active farming. He makes a wide
variety of wooden toys, most of
them of his own design. An ex-
ception is the popular marble-
dropping machine.

“Tt was designed by a fellow
who was in prison in Wisconsin
for 20 years,"” Snaza says. ‘'l
didn't have any plans for it
just looked at one and figured
out how to make it.”

The toy uses up to 20 marbles
which roll down chutes, spin
cogs. and finally reach the bot-
tom of the apparatus.

Snaza says it would take
longer to draw plans for one
than it takes to build one. He
turns out all the wooden parts

and puts them together just by
sight. He's built about 25, each
of which he sold for $25 each.

Other toys Snaza makes from
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cars and trucks. horses. cows,
caovered wagons, and doll
houses with every detail of a
full-size house. He works
mostly with plywood and uses
old rubber belts to cut oul tires
for the vehicles.

His main tools are a saber saw,
table saw and some hand tools
Some parts have to be hand
carved

Snaza's toy-making hobby
has carned him a lot of local
notoriety, and some national
exposure through network tele-
vision, Along with the fame, his
hobby is profitable since his
toys are much in demand.

For more details, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Alex
Snaza, Route 2, Webster, S. Dak
57274 [|l|| 605 486-4437),
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