Pelletizer Turns Stalks, Crop
Residue Into 6-In. Dia. Pellets

A prototype, large-scale pelletizer is
being tested at the University of Missouri,
Columbia. While the prototype machine
only produces about 20 lbs. of pellets
an hour, the next design is expected to
produce 2 to 3 tons per hour and be fully
automated. The project is funded by a
U.S. Dept. of Energy grant.

“Our expectation is that our device
will cost less than conventional pellet
machines, use less energy and work
without a binding agent,” says Jesse
VanEngelenhoven, research director,
Ecologic Tech. “We expect the machine to
be in high demand for use by commercial
loggers, farmers and possibly ethanol
producers.”

VanEngelenhoven projects the machine
will be ready for licensing within the next
two years. The prototype is being used to
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