Farmers Nominate Best & Worst Buys

Ibs. of dense freight behind the rear whedtealth 4-WD electric utility vehicle (West : ST ”
wells. Try that with a 1/2-ton pickup fromMonroe, La. ph 318 397-2588; They L|ke ThEII’ COVGI’ CI’Op RO"eI‘
any of the Big Three auto makers. www.stealth4x4.com). “This electric utility . ’ .

“When my first pickup had about 140,000vehicle is well made and the company is Vergrganlc dairy producers Miller and Sons 9
miles on it | got a letter from Toyota sayingesponsive to my questions. It has great uti JelmiE s, U sl il pesied e Gl
they knew | was the second owner of thity and traction and runs quiet, and there®W ol fellEr Glayetorze [0 i [ReCE!

truck, even though | had never contacted theno fuel to pour, spill, or smell. My wife usegnStitute and manufactured by I and J Mf

for anything. They explained that during that
period of manufacture they got a shipme
of defective valve seats from their supplie|
and that if | had any trouble with valve leak
age | should take it in to the nearest deal
and it would be repaired. The pickup did d
velop a leaky valve shortly thereafter, and
remanufactured head was installed by a de
at no cost. My five kids and their familie
also drive Toyotas.

“My 1988 Arts-Way belly-mounted

Co., Gap, Penn.
The 15-ft. wide “Cover Crop Roller”

mounts on a front 3-pt. hitch. The roller flat-

tens the cover crop without cutting oruproot -~~~

ing it. Within three weeks or so, the roIIe(__ﬁl_I ol e s T 1

cover crop dries out, forming a mat that reppoto shows roller knocking down a 4-ft.

tains moisture and prevents weed growth. tall cover crop with a Deere no-till drill

The roller can be filled with water to providehooked on behind.

extra weight, but the Millers have found it

unnecessary to do that. ’:_:.. 3

The Millers operate an organic dairy farm..

with some 320 cows and started using th's "-..---._....,
ety . T ool sk ok e o

blades have been replaced only once. and ffor feeding horses and doing chores. | usgow to best use the roller. They farm aboUE i o s
the belts are original. No repairs have begfior ynting as well as doing chores around 5og acres, all of it in a crop rotation thad he 15-ft. wide
needed. | use itto mow a 4-acre yard." o smal| farm.” includes corn followed by a cover crop o

ZO%ZrlilsnedrzgRTl?iz:c'):nuIzll‘?\ritvcr)lgélgfﬂa.sMn{ore‘ Dickerson B. Hawkins, Gillsville, Ga.: ye which is no-tilled with the cover cropstems but to crimp them and lay them flat.
than 11,000 miles on . | service it at regula]rl "Ike my New Holland TC30 tractorl. T?e roller as soybeans are planted, then back The key is to wait until the cover crop reaches
intervals and it just keeps on running. It hq;e gaugle on itwent out, but my dealer fixegorm, followed by small grains (oats or spelt)full flowering. If you do it before, the plant
required very few repairs E’fompt Y. ) ) then alfalfa. The Millers always have 450s still in a vegetative growth stage and will
"My 2001 Polaris 4-wheeler has about I'm also happy with myRhino r"otary acres of alfalfa. bounce back green and vigorous, but if you
4,000 miles, but I've already had to spen ower ancdRhino 5-ft. finish mower. When the 4-ft. tall cover crop of rye isget it after this point it will dry and die.
' ; } ) Doug Dewing, Grantsburg, Wis.:"My  headed out, they roll it down and plant beans. Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, R and
Bmlr%than ﬁz'?(oo on criepalfrs tﬁ the slip clutchoo2 vermeer 554XL round baler makes 4-pis resuits in about 4 in. of mulch. There'S Miller and Sons, 1762 County V, Colum-
eLtelrlr)I/VI?/iosr: ;Zr?sn ”ﬁ? ’?Ar)t/ 2008 Case by 5 1/2-ft. bales and is easy to operate. Ngmost no foxtail, and the field is 90 percenbus, Wis. 53925 (ph 608 335-4336) or | & J
e e : problems. The bale size works well for us, gserfectly clean. Mfg., 5302 Amish Road, Gap, Penn. 17527
IdH 7013 szb:]e equuthed ng; a 36ty sell a lot of horse hay and the bales fit According to company literature, the goa(ph 717 442-9451).
raper header has great capacity, is easy, ; ) )
oper'ate, and the dealer service has been Eégn‘z:%rt;kzlt{] 24?2_0\;3; Ea|142| :;;?1 ﬁgﬁ{f:vq.)f the Cover Crop Roller is not to cut the
ceptional ; ., eralonatrailer without being overwidth.” hp tractor equipped with a hydrostatic transyyt puts me through a horrendous workout.
ha;];pr?/evilfh ﬁ%/wte\zﬂllﬁgr?leeslxglihhaﬂ:ﬁga:/g - Dean Henzlgr, Veteran, Wyoming:*My  mjssion and front-end loader. “This tractort wants to dig down into the ground rather
bought a model 150 automatic in 1971 a five cordedMilwaukee tools are all best has a low center of gravity so it's easy to gehan across it, and then it gets high centered.”
have used it to cut my winters supply o ys. They include three hammer drills, @n and off. It has a positive pto to drive imple- james Sheedy, Sr, Reisterstown, Md.:
wood every year since 1979, It has requirqsgzear’ and a screwdriver. The drills haVFhe_nts, the 3-pt. lift arms are st_able without] like my Little Giant ladder system (ph
only minor repairs like the spark plugs =) co chucks: All these tools have plenty dfeing sloppy, and the loader digs well. Thgo0 453-1192; wwwlittlegiantiadder.com).
cluich. bar and chain. 1 still use this chainaabCVe" ! believe in paying for top quality toolsiractor has excellent safety equipment, arfhis adjustable extension/step ladder came
' | bough ' S XL-AO mod P‘lat last. ) ] the rollbar folds down so it can getinto a loWyith a video showing how to use it. Equipped
ﬁvigég?ﬁa usc;ui?u;[ (?ut IL;Fr);rtre-es |{nv(vjore “The Titan 18.4 by 26-in. tgrf tires on My shed. It's reasonably fuel efficient and getsvith accessories, this ladder can be used
great, 100.” ' kfsgtﬁe’:lnszmZ”zi%deviglf rgc:rg:{i?rinh?\)lv?bg?t 1g_h?UFSA %er tohslﬂka’:AszfgSZ"': g wherever the surface isn't level. It has a plat-
’ . . . en Pinley, Ada, a.:"” or ’ i
Donna Johnson, Bellingham, Mass.: ,jaces, byt the company won't warranty theie. 350 diesel);)ickup is my wo);st buy. An enIJoan E:ﬁtgs”movable and sure beats standing

‘I've had success withictor fly rapsibait yices for sidewall splits. The cost to replacgine rod went through the side at about 11,000 Gary Lake, Front Royal, Va.: “It runs and
gggopmg;ggﬁiesr&;%ai ?:y?pzin?:réne tire is more than $800. I'd like to buy aniles, the transmission had to be replaced Rtndles great and has a lot of power,” says
) ’ ) ) ' ) ; irestone tire to rep_lacg it, but no two mantabout 29,000 miles, and the turbo changed gfary, pleased with his 20a8ew Holland
|tSDtZE|bjeasrL23/ gﬁgk%néhir?;;?‘tﬁll best facturers make their tires the same dimen3 936 miles. The truck quit running on therl 100A 2-WD tractor. “It's equipped with
buy is myDriII'Doctoryd}iII bit shz;lrp)(;ner it Slons, even though the tires are all called 18wghway at 44,200 miles, and the high presa cab, heater, and air conditioning. We use it
erforms exactly as advertised and is quic 265. ’ . sure oil pump had to be replaced. This pickUainly with a round baler.

b Y AuIEK myron Bryant, Mills, Wyoming: Myron had to go back to the dealer more than 10“My 2000 Belarus4-WD tractor equipped
and easy o use. It has saved me a great deghninates his 200&hevrolet 2500 series times in three years. Finally | traded it for ayith a cab and front-end loader is my worst

ofgm(:hand aggt(avatI%n- he lists his 200 ickup equipped with a Duramax engine ag008Ford F-250 diesel model. No problemspuy. It has two solid oil lines that come to-
On the nelga |v|e side, he lists hlS p is “best buy”. “This trouble-free truck ridesso far.” gether in front of the engine and are con-
;::?;Tr(;iz 3::1?3 ?;i?;rtr::?;:gta ?)Tgw_af‘d Firives like a Cadillac. I'm well pleased Charles N. Wells, Sturgis, Ky.*We like nected by a 6-in. length of rubber hose. Un-
. y With it.” ) our 2008DeereGator. It's equipped with an fortunately, the hose blew a hole and all the
Greg Kropf, Westphalia, Kansas:*We're  optional adjustable seat which comes i@engine oil ran out, causing the engine to lock

head gasket, two bad injectors, a split radia-
tor tank, a blown hydraulic hose, and a lealkgq| pleased with our 200B&S high ca- handy for my shorter wife, and an elecirigyp. It happened at 670 hours.”
p bed. This utility vehicle does exactly James Rodlund, Stillwater, Minn.: “My

ing rear main seal. Three of the backhoe Cyb‘acity hay rake. It's built heavy and does gym

inders failed within the first 20 hours of 0bo0q job of keeping the rake wheels in conwhat it's supposed to do. We use it all ovepest buy is a wood floor nailer and stapler
I [oct with the ground. We were advised to busur farm and yard, even though it was origithat | bought atlarbor Freight. | had to lay
the 14-wheel version instead of the 12-whegly|ly purchased by my wife for ‘house keepabout 700 sq. ft. of hickory wood flooring in
version because it has a heavier frame. I{ag’ duties. It has a low bed height whichmy hallway, kitchen, and family room. This
the only rake I've owned where the centamakes loading stuff easy and also providesol worked beyond my expectations, and it
kicker wheels actually do any good. stability on hilly terrain. The differential lock cost only about one third as much as other
“We bought arETQ 1,000-watt portable provides just enough extra traction to gefioor nailers that I looked at.”
generator from Northern Hydraulics and likehrough muddy places. Jimmy Cobb, Andalusia, Alabama:“My
italot. | paid $100 for‘it and though§ I'd prob-  “This vehicle is easy to service at homa 998 Deere 4500 tractor is my best buy. It
ably be able to use it for about six monthgnd is comfortable to get in and out of for uias more than 1,200 hours, yet I've only spent

mower is a best buy (Armstrong, lowa ph 712

signed to crimp
fplant stems and lay them flat.

“This tractor has had a
blown head gasket, two bad
injectors, a split radiator
tank, a blown hydraulic
hose, and a leaking rear

main seal.” before it would be used up. However, I'vehoomers'. It replaced my wife’s 1985ahout $100 on it other than regular mainte-
used it for more than ayear now and it stitfonda 250 Big Red. The Honda was also aance.”
I .ok greal. IS adveriised (0 go 4 1/2 hoursest buy. Dana Davis, Sequim, Wash- ke my

] per gallon of fuel, but it does better than that.” “we've also used the Gator to spray fenceedee JeangDoug and Elaine Haga,
eration. I've had to replace the loader con- Frank Weisbecker, Pennsburg, Penn.: rows instead of a 4-wheeler. Its much easievlonmouth, Oregon ph 503 838-5955). These
trol valve, hoses and quick couplers due t¥m happy with my Troy-Bilt 4-cycle gas- on the spray hand. If we need to get into tighjyraple handmade jeans are designed to last
leaks. The valve rockers wore out and nepbwered weed trimmer. It eliminates the negslaces we still have a 4-wheeler and thewice aé long as regular commercial jeans
bushings had to be installed. The dealer h&s mix gas and oil, is lightweight, and startgjonda for that, but 99 percent of the time it'$hanks to their lock stitch construction and’
been fairly helpful, but this has been an exasy. By using large diameter string I'm ablghe Gator that does the work on our farm.” reinforced stress areas.
pensive ‘cheap’ tractor.” to destroy large, thick weeds.” Gloria Ann Baich, Alder Flats, Alberta:

Charles Brasfeild, Jr.,, Vicksburg, Miss.: Steve Curtiss, Hood River, Oregon: “My Honda 550 rototiller is my worst buy. |
Charles is the satisfied owner of a 2008teve's satisfied with hisubota L3400 34 paid $1,400 for it. The machine starts fine

“My Wescowork boots are also a best buy.
“And my 1991 Dodge diesel pickup has
(Continued on next page)
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