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New Round Barn Was Built To Last
Most round barns are falling down or in the
process of being restored.  But not the one
on Marvin Bules’ farm because it was just
built over the past couple years. Completed
in a year and a half, it stands 53 ft. high and
is 68 ft. in diameter.

“I had always marveled at round barns and
thought I ought to be able to build one,” says
the 74-year old Bules. “My health was good,
so I decided to go ahead and do it.”

After years of thinking about it, he got
started in mid 2004 by clearing space for it
in his north central Oklahoma farmyard.
Working without plans or drawings, the
former construction company owner com-
pleted it less than two years later. With the
exception of laying the 52,000 bricks that
went into the 18-ft. tall walls, Bules and two
helpers did it all, from concrete work and
carpentry to plumbing the two restrooms.

“We just figured it out as we went along,”
he recalls.

The 12-ft. diameter cupola at the top of the
barn weighs 2,200 lbs. and was raised into
place by a crane. The roof consists of two
sets of rafters. The first set of 107 rafters are
anchored to the top of the brick wall, stretch-
ing upward to tie into a 40-ft. diameter lami-
nated wooden ring. From there, 67 rafters
extend upward to a 12-ft. diameter laminated
ring. Once that ring was in place, the cupola
was lowered to rest on it.

Concentric laminated wooden rings also
form a spoked wheel frame for the 3,500-sq.
ft. second story floor of the barn. One hun-
dred seven 2 by 12-in. floor joists anchored
in the brick walls reach inward to rest on an-
other 40-ft. diameter laminate ring supported
by wooden pillars. A second set of 67 joists
extends inward from the larger ring to a sec-
ond pillar-supported inner ring that is 12-ft.
in diameter. The floor surface consists of an
intricate pattern of 54 areas created by 2 by
6-in. tongue and groove boards, cut to fit.

The toughest part of the entire project was
bending and fitting the thousands of feet of
yellow pine 1 by 4-in. boards that cover the
rafters. Bules found they needed to be soaked
before they were nailed in place if they were
to follow the curve of the roof rafters.

“We dug a pit and soaked the boards for
three to four days. Then we had to get them
nailed in place wet before they started to dry,”
says Bules.

Starting at the lower edge of the roof, Bules
and his helpers nailed the boards on 4-in.
centers, leaving out every other board. The
gaps provided them with room for their feet
as they progressed up the slope of the roof.

Once they reached the top, they moved back
down the roof, filling in the spaces as they
went. Once the boards were all in place, the
roof was shingled with cedar shingles, many
of which had to be hand cut to fit.

“We did it all without even a safety har-
ness,” laughs Bules. “There wasn’t any shove
and push, no big hurry.”

A wide ramp outside the barn extends up
to the second floor. Access from the first floor
all the way to the cupola is gained by climb-
ing a freestanding, 66-step circular staircase.

Perhaps the most unique thing about the
entire project was that when completed, Bules
gave it away. His wife Jeannie had become
ill during the building process. Before she
died, the two of them decided to place the
barn and the surrounding farm in a nonprofit
trust. The barn is available at no charge to
people and organizations in the local com-
munity. Bules hopes the income from his
farm will support upkeep and maintenance.

“We had a wedding here this spring, and
we have had clubs and bus tours stop in,”
says Bules. “Anybody who wants to use it is
welcome.”

He hopes to see it used on a regular basis
and has already started displaying part of his
collection of antique tractors, cars, buggies
and other farm-related tools and equipment.

Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup, Marvin
Bules, Pond Creek, Okla. 73766  (ph 580 532-
6371 house, 580 532-6374 shop).

Round Headstone For Mr. Round
Here’s an interesting photo of a perfectly
round rock that’s serving as a grave marker
for Don Round, formerly of Clyde, Alberta.

This unique headstone is located at
Dunganon Community Cemetery, near
Clyde. Don’s widow, Ann Round, said that
Don was the one who found the rock while
working for a pipeline company. It was lying

in a riverbed and he decided to keep it. He
always said he wanted it for his headstone,
so after Don passed away, the funeral home
arranged for the local Hutterite Colony to
sandblast and paint the inscription. Ann
points out that the rock will also mark her
grave when she joins her husband someday.

Mini Stagecoach Looks Real
“A lot of people tell me it’s the cutest thing
they’ve ever seen,” says Loren Coulter, Gar-
den City, Kansas, about his home-built, one-
third scale stagecoach. It’s designed to be
pulled by a team of miniature horses.

The stagecoach measures 5 ft. high, 4 ft.
wide, and 8 1/2 ft. long and can seat six small
children. Passengers enter through a door
that’s only 2 1/2 ft. tall and 15 in. wide.
Coulter made everything on the unit except
for the wheels.

“I patterned it after the old Wells Fargo
Concord stagecoach. It looks just like the real
thing,” says the 79-year-old Coulter. “My
wife Lotus and I have entered it in parades,
where four white and sorrel paint miniature
horses pull it. They really look great pulling
the coach.”

The stagecoach’s frame is made from 3/4-
in. sq. tubing - 300 ft. in all - covered by 1/8-

in. thick plywood on both the inside and out-
side. The seats are upholstered. The wheels
have sealed Timken bearings. He used 1-in.
sq. tubing to make the axles, welding spindles
onto the ends and then enclosing the tubing
in wood to make them look like square
wooden axles.

The windows have roll-up coverings made
from black naugeheide.

“This is the third mini stagecoach I’ve
made. I don’t use any plans. I just figure it
out as I go.”

Coulter displayed his “third generation”
stagecoach at the recent 3I show near Great
Bend, Kansas, where he had it for sale. It
didn’t sell. He’s asking $5,000.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Loren
Coulter, 1710 N. Main, Garden City, Kansas
67846 (ph 620 276-6906; lospeed48 @wm.
connect).

Massive round barn stands 53 ft. high and 68 ft. in diameter. It was built by 74-year-old
Marvin Bules of Pond Creek, Oklahoma.

Access from the first floor all the way to
the cupola is gained by climbing a free-
standing, 66-step circular staircase.

Lotus Coulter and her husband Loren’s one-third scale stagecoach.

Perfectly round rock serves as a grave marker for Don Round.


