The machine makes a vacuum that sucks residue into the hammermill which then

“totally pulverizes” all crop material and deposits it back on the ground.

Giant Mobile Chopper
“Disappears’ Straw

You’ve never seen anything like this giant
chopper that pulverizes straw and other
crop residue in the field, then puts it back
on the ground where it's sprayed with a
solution that helps break down residue and
controls potential virus and pest problems.

The tractor-pulled mobile chopper is
equipped with a hammermill powered by
a 400 hp Cummins diesel engine. The ma-
chine works a 12-ft. wide swath chopping
down to about 2 to 3 in. off the ground.
The machine creates a vacuum that sucks
residue into the hammermill which is
equipped with specially designed blades
that whirl around at about 100 mph. The
vacuum created by the chopper pumps the
“biodegradable surfactant” out of a 600-gal.
tank and sprays it onto bare ground. As the
residue falls back to the ground, it’s sprayed
again,

“Farmers are skeptical until they see it
work,” says inventor Gordon McKee, a re-
tired farmer and welder from Amity, Ore.
“The pulverized straw forms a layer of fine
residue that coats the ground through win-
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ter to protect new growth. In spring, it rots
away. The machine can also be used on corn
stalks and other residue provided the ma-
terial being chopped is dry.

“The machine weighs 10 tons. [use a 170
hp tractor to pull it which is more power
than I need. It's important that the
hammermill always operates at peak capac-
ity so it stays clean. My average speed is
about 4 mph, depending on field conditions.
The spray solution costs about $10 per acre
to apply at an application rate of 1/2 gallon
per acre.”

Four hydraulic cylinders raise or lower
the machine to put it at the proper cutting
height. The cutting system and treatment
solution pump are pto-driven.

McKee plans to sell the first 5 straw re-
cycler machines he builds for $85,000, al-
though he expects final production units to
Cost more.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Gor-
don McKee, Keeway, Inc., 7120 Perrydale
Road, Amity, Ore. 97101 (ph 503 835-3183
or 503 623-3051).
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New track system makes use of an add-on axle that mounts behind tractor's original
rear axle. Each track is held in place by a row of steel spring guides.

ADD-ON AXLE “WRAPPED WITH TRACKS”

Rubber Track System
For Utility Tractors

“It has tremendous flotation on soft ground
which allows it to go just about anywhere,
and the tracks can be quickly removed so
you can use the tractor on wheels for other
Jobs,” says retired engineer Chuck Williams
of Vancouver, Wash., about the rubber track
system he designed for his Ford 1720 37
hp, 4-WD tractor.

Williams has a lot of experience with
rubber tracks, having designed them for
snowmobiles for many years. His new track
system makes use of an add-on axle that
mounts 6 ft. 4 in. behind the tractor’s origi-
nal rear axle.

Williams removed all the tractor’s origi-
nal wheels, replacing them with duals all
the way around, mounting big truck tires
at the rear.

The 2 1/2-ft, wide cleated tracks wrap
around the tires on both rear axles. The
tracks have 1-ft. long, | 1/4-in. high rub-
ber cleats staggered every 6 in. To hold the
tracks in place, a row of steel spring guides
inside each track runs between the dual
wheels on both axles. The guides allow the
belts to stretch under stress, then return o
their original shape. Both tracks are sup-
ported by a hydraulic suspension system
that mounts on the tag-along axle.

An 8-ft. sq. steel platform mounts behind
the tractor seat over the tag-along axle. The
platform bolts directly to the tractor frame
and can be used to haul spray tanks, fertil-

izer, hay bales, etc. A backhoe can be
mounted on back of the tractor and a loader
in front.

“It converts a small tractor into a multi-
purpose rig that can be used all year long,"”
says Williams. “The tracks have 7,240 sq.
in. of belt in contact with the ground and
the tractor and track together weigh only
3,240 1bs. Ground pressure is only .222 psi
compared to 3 or 4 psi for most conven-
tional rubber tracked tractors this size. The
track floats right over mud and snow and
can even run over your toes without hurt-
ing them. Track thickness is only 3/8 in.
thick. It's the same belting I use on the
snowmobiles 1 build. It's very flexible so
it’'ll stretch as needed without damage.

“It takes only 1 1/2 hours to remove the
tracks and put the wheels back on. I made
an adapter plate that bolts onto the original
wheel hubs to carry the outside dual wheels.
To mount the tracks on each axle 1 let the
air out of the first wheel and slide the track
over it, then mount the outside wheel and
pump up both tires.”

Williams is looking for a manufacturer
and says that a tractor equipped with his
track system, as well as a loader and back-
hoe, could be marketed for about $50,000.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Chuck Williams, Box 804, Vancouver,
Wash. 98666 (ph 360 573-1177).

o e
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(New & Renewal)

Yes! | want to be first to learn about latest new products. Please

sign me up for FARM SHOW. |

dlcan | at any time

and receive a full refund if not satisfied.

Canada (& foreign countries)

United States
[ 1$15.95 for 1 yr.

[ 1$39.95 for 3 yrs.
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)is

[ | Check here to renew.

$19.95 for 1 yr.
$37.95 for 2 yrs.
$54.95 for 3 yrs.
[ | Bill me.
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Make check payable to FARM SHOW. Clip and mail this coupon to: FARM
SHOW, P.O. Box 1029, Lakeville, Minn. 55044 (ph 612 469-5572). VISA &

\Manovcm accepted.
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