
28 • FARM SHOW • web site: www.farmshow.com • e-mail: Editor@farmshow.com • phone 1-800-834-9665

Iowa Farmer Does Booming Business Moving Grain Bins
A retired Iowa farmer got started in a second
full-time career by building his own grain
bin-moving equipment and using it to move
bins and farm buildings throughout the
Midwest.

Mark Bruellman, of Rolfe, started his
unusual business after he quit farming in
1985, moving 68 structures that year (see
FARM SHOW’s Vol. 11, No. 3). Since then
his business has grown every year. He has
now moved a total of 2,135 structures,
covering a total of 18,538 highway miles. Of
this total, 938 bins have been 18-ft. dia. or
less and 995 have involved bins between 21
and 42 ft. in diameter, with the remaining 202
being buildings. During the summer months
he employs a 6-man crew to help him. He
has moved bins and buildings in Iowa,
Minnesota, South Dakota, Missouri, Illinois,
and Indiana.

“As far as I know I have the most
comprehensive full-time bin-moving service
in the country,” says Bruellman. “I still use
the bin mover I started out with, which was
built by Roger Montag, Rodman, Iowa.
However, I also have four other bin-moving
rigs, including one machine pulled by a semi
tractor that can move 9-ring bins up to 42 ft.
in diameter. It weighs 18,000 lbs. and was
built by Bill Wagenaar of Sheldon, Iowa. The
other three bin-moving rigs are used to move
bins 18 to 36 ft. in diameter standing upright
at full height, or with the bins split one to
three times to get under telephone wires. I
try to maintain a crew of five to eight people
and travel around the Midwest, staying in a
camper at the customer’s farm. We work full-
time from about June 1 to November 15,

every day of the week except Sunday. A
disadvantage of covering such a big area is
that we cover about 600 miles per week
driving between jobs. However, the bins were
there first so we have to go where the bins
are.”

All of the bin movers are home-built. Two
machines are used on bins up to 21 ft. in
diameter to tip the bin down horizontally. The
bin mover loads the bin with straps that run
around its circumference. It then lowers the
bin hydraulically to a horizontal position on
a hauling trailer. Nothing has to be done to
the inside of the bin.

A 55-ft. long trailer allows Bruellman to
haul two bins up to 21 ft. in diameter at the
same time in their upright position.

“It takes an average of four hours to move
a 30-ft. dia. bin, from the time we arrive at
the bin site, split it, shrink it down, move it
three miles, and get it up and anchored again,”
says Bruellman.

Used most frequently is a handy hydraulic
mover that can handle up to about 8 tons. It
takes two men about 1 1/2 hours to get a 24
by 40-ft. building on the road. The two larger
movers (up to 25 tons) require cribbing and
jacks and don’t get used very often.

“A 30 by 60-ft. building is as big as I like
to go. I’ll also move everything from bulk
bins to round grain dryers and holding bins.
We’re equipped to move floors, stirring
devices, fans and augers.”

Bruellman breaks down his clients into
three groups. “One group includes farmers
who retire and sell their land to a buyer who
doesn’t want the bins. The second group
includes farmers who sell small acreages to

hobby farmers who will buy only on the
condition that the bins are removed. The third
group includes farmers who sell to a buyer
who already has one or more farms and wants
the bins moved to it.

“It’s ironic that 18 to 24-ft. dia. bin moving
has picked up the last few years because more
farmers need storage for Roundup-Ready
beans grown for seed companies,” he notes.

“He says the average price to move a 30-
ft. dia. bin is about $2,200.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Bruellman Bin Moving, Inc., 29731 - 410th

St., Rolfe, Iowa 50581 (ph 800 370-2467 or
712 848-3247).

Home-Built Bin Mover
“It’s a simple, nice-looking machine,” says
Peter Husak, Arden, Manitoba, about his
home-built grain bin mover.

The hydraulic-operated bin mover is
designed to be pulled by a tractor and rides
on two axles. The bin mover loads the bin
with straps that run around its circumference.
It then lowers the bin to a horizontal position
onto the front part of the trailer. The process
is reversed to set the bin back up again.

“We’ve used it for many years to move 14
and 15-ft. dia. bins,” says Husak.

He also built his own hydraulic-operated,
two-wheeled bin crane. The crane is raised
up or down by a cable and has a boom at one
end that’s used to lift the bin off the ground.
Maximum working height is 32 ft.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Peter
Husak, Box 266, Arden, Manitoba, Canada
R0J 0B0 (ph 204 368-2344).

Husak also built a hydraulic-operated,
two-wheeled bin crane.

Peter Husak built a
hydraulic-operated

bin mover that’s
designed to be pulled

by a tractor and rides
on two axles. It loads

with straps that wrap
around bin.

Mark Bruellman has a full-time business moving bins and farm buildings throughout
the Midwest. He uses several different bin-moving rigs.

Bins can be lowered to a horizontal posi-
tion on a trailer.

Buying gifts  for farmers and ranchers is not easy.
But we’ve got some great ideas!

Great Gift Ideas

Gift Subscriptions:  You can give cut-rate  sub-
scriptions to friends and relatives.  Your first gift sub
is $17.95 ($27.95 Can.).  That’s $2.00 off the regu-
lar subscription price of $19.95. Each additional gift
is only $12.95 ($19.95 Can.).  It figures out to $30.90
for two gift subs ($47.90 Can.). You can use the
first “gift” to renew your own subscription.

“Best of FARM SHOW” Videos:   You can pur-
chase  all five of these professionally edited videos for the
special  package price of just $59.95 ($93.95 Can.), or
just $16.95 apiece ($26.95 Can.) plus $2.95 S&H. See
page 43 for more details.

FARM SHOW On CD-Rom:  Every issue
of FARM SHOW ever published (through Vol. 25,
No. 3) appears on this  “searchable” CD-Rom,
which works on any personal computer.  Sells
for $39.95 ($62.95 Can.) plus $2.95 S&H.

“Master Your Combine”: This first-of-its-kind
video introduces you to farmers and after-market
manufacturers who modify combines to boost perfor-
mance. We traveled thousands of miles across North
America to put together this 2-hour video. Sells for
$19.95 ($31.95 Can.) plus $2.95 S&H.

Tractor Repair Videos: Expert mechanic Dan Gingell
and his helpers take you through each tractor repair step-
by-step. Videos are available for many different models.
They sell for $24.95 apiece  plus $2.95 S&H.

See order form enclosed in this issue,
or call 1-800-834-9665 (M-F, 7:30 to 4:30 CST).

All products come with FARM SHOW’s
“no questions asked” money-back guarantee.




