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In the barrel roll, driversmust roll an expty 50-gal. plastic drum fram start to finish,
touching the barrel with anly the tractor’s front tires.

Tractor “Races” Fun Way To Raise Funds

If you' re ladking for a fun way to raise fuds
fara derity ar losl agpnizetion, takea lack
at these antique tractor races organized by
Jim Phelps, PrestanMd.

“They help draw and hold a crowd, ” says
Phelps, who has set up events for different
local grops.

At the events, old tractor owners can
aarpete in four different races. All areheld
o the sare track, usually a straidht raceway
doout 60 ft. lagand 20 ft. wide.

Tre first event is thelarrel roll. ‘Drivers
nust roll an enpty 50-cgl. plastic drum fran
start to finish, touching theberrel withanly
their frat tires. If aymetal part of the tradtar
toudes thelearrel, they’re aut of the race,”
Prelps says. (mtestantsmust alsokeep their
karrels within the bounds of the track arbe

“It'snot as easy to do as it sourds. The
plastic drurs are light, so they bonce and
ol if they're hit toobard ard they’ re herd to
kesp rollirg straight. It’sessiertodowitha
with the best time,” Prelps says.

The second race requires an entirely
different set of senses. “Inthis ae, the
drivers cross the sare course blindfolded.
The ane who staps his tractor closest to the
finish line without going over it wins,” he
explains. While this may sound dangerous,
time isnot conted, so it’snot dare at full
throttle. This allows sareae towalk alag

side each driver to tell tham if they’ re doout
to stray aut of bouds. Prelps says they’'re
1ot allowed to give amtestants hints about
the praximity of the finish line, though.
Drivers nust rely an their own sense of speed
ard elapsed tine.

“Same stop after going anly a few feet.
Others go over the line. At the Preston
Volunteer Fire Carpany event in 2pril, the
wirmer stagped just 6 ft. short of the line,”
Prelps says.

Time is important in the next event - and
themore of it, thebetter. Called the slow
race, two tractars at a time cross the course,
with the wirmer being the slower of the two
to cross the 60-ft. course. Onee the driver
begins, he’s not allowed to touch either the
clutchar thebreke. “If your tractor engire
stalls, you're out,” Phelps says. “Some
pecple try to slow down by using their
chokes, but that’s risky because too much
doke cankill the egire.”

In the slow race, the wirmer of each two-
tractar heat pulls arard to race agpinuntil

The final event, and perhaps the most
difficult, is the eggrace. Inthis one,
amtestants cover the course carrying anegg
a aplastic spomn clenched in their teeth.
“We run this ane two tractors at a time. If
Joth drivers drop their eggs, they’ re allowed
toditoer,” Belps says. “If theybothaross
the finish line carrying their eggs, the ae

Tractor Gathering Celebrates
100-Year TH Anniversary

It has been 100 years since aarpetitors Gyrus
McCormick, Charles Deering, and three
sreller resper marufacturers joined forces
to create the Intermatiocnal Harvester
Company .

Agraup of Nebraska TH collectars decided
to celeorate the amiversary by getting 100
Farmell M's together at their armual spring
plowing day in early ZApril.

Despite a valiant effart and pdolicity in
some national farm tractor collectors
magazines, Howard Raymond of the Heart
of the Platte (il lectars Association says they
cane up several tractors short of the merk.
There were more than 100 IH tractors but
only 40 to 50 were M’'s. “We had M's from
central Kansas and Colorado, and cane man
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Traught his tractar more then 500 miles fram
Missouri in arder to have it here,” he says.
2And while they didn’t make the goal,
“Ihere were plenty of Fammells arourd that
@_"

Another group of Nebraska collectors
plans to try again later this year. Theirgoal,
says argenizer Larry Miller, is tohave 100
Fammells - not just M's - all plowing at axe.

The date and place for the plow day has
yet toke set. It’susually induly following
wheat harvest but due to noisture prdolems
with the wheat crop, they may end up
rescheduling far after row crop hervest later
intheyesr.

Says Miller, ‘We’d like tobe able tohave

In the egg race, contestants try to cover the course carrying an egg on a plastic

In another event, drivers cross the same course blindfolded. The one who stops his
tractor closest to the finish line without going over it wins.

with the fastest time wins.”

He says this race requires a strag jaw and
slow, deliberate movements inadditiontoa
smooth riding tractor. Hitting abunp can
tum the flexilble plastic spom intoa catapult.

“We've always used raw eggs for this ae,
Jut boiled eggs would work, too. We've had
sare carplaints fram pecple who dn' t 1ike
heving to clesn the egg of £ their tractars.”

The egg race wirrer is the ane who crosses
the lire in the shortest tine without losing
hisexg.

“We give aut trophies to the wirmers, with
local businesses usually sponsoring them.

Last year a group of Nebraska IH collectors decided to celebrate the 100-

There arero cashprizes, though. It’sall far
fun and entertainment and to help draw a
crowd.”

arganize old tractar races for several years
and would be happy to advise aryane locking
todo the sane. “They’ re great family fun.
We often have two or three generations of
the same family competing with each other
inthese evats,” he says.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Jim
Prelps, P.O. Box 7, Prestan, M. 21655 (ch
410 673-2155, evenings only; E-mail:
Jjorelpseinteraom.ret) .

amiver-

sary of TH by getting 100 Farmall M’s together at their anmual spring plowing day.
They fell short of their goal, but still had a great time.

100 Farmells all together and get an aerial
photo of them. We think it’s a great way to
pay tribute to the farders of the Intemrariasl
Harvester Comparty.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Howard
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Raymond, Heart of the Platte Collectors
Association, 45058 S Hwy 83, Box 33,
Wellfleet, Neb. 69170 (ph 308 963-4465) ; or
Larry Muller, 107 Washington Street,
Hartwell, Neb. 68945 (ph 308 563-3231) .





