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Half-Scale Models Of Old Case Tractors

Retired farmer Marvin Copenbarger of Mt.
Auburn, I11., alwaysenjoyed driving hisCase
tractors when he was farming.

So as soon as heretired he started building
half-scale models of Case tractors. He now
has six of them, and all six models really
work. Most of them are powered by small 8
hp Briggs & Stratton gas engines.

Each year Copenbarger and his wife put
some of the tractors on display at alocal pa-
rade.

“They bring back memoriesfor peoplewho
lived in the 1920's, *30's, and ‘40's because
they work just like the full-sized machines
did,” says Copenbarger. “My tractors aren’'t
exact copies, but |’ ve done everything pos-
sible to make them look authentic.”

Hiscollectionincludesa 1927 Case 12-20
“Junior” Crossmotor, a Model RC with a
“Sunburst Orange” grill, a1939 RC, a Case
800 “Junior”, a 1929 Model L, and a 1947
Model LA.

The Crossmotor and the 800 have 4-cylin-
der water-cooled engines. The Crossmotor’s
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Copenbarger’s collection includes this Case 800 “ Junior”.
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engine is off a Farmall Cub tractor and the
800's engineis off a Hercules ZXB tractor.

“It generally takes me about six monthsto
make one tractor,” says Copenbarger. “Each
tractor costs $1,500 to $3,000 to make.

“The 1927 Crossmotor has unusual wheel
rims with triangle-shaped holesjust like the
onesonthereal tractor. It wasthe only model
that Case ever made with wheel rims de-
signed like that. | had a machine company
cut the discs out and | welded them together.
My half-scalemodel hasrubber stripson both
the front and rear wheels just like the one |
used when | wasfarming. | bought minewith
steel wheels. However, | wanted to drive it
on the highway so | mounted rubber strips
over the wheels.

“1 mounted dual rear wheels on my half-
scale 800 model because that's how the real
800 looked when | farmed.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Marvin
Copenbarger, 3100 N. 1725 E. Rd., Mt. Au-
burn, 111. 62547 (ph 217 676-4533).

His 1927 Case 12-20 “Junior” Crossmotor (for eground) has a 4-cyl. water-cooled en-
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gine.

Lloyd Poppe builds working scale models of old farm equipment. He has builtl two
plows, a disk harrow, manure spreader, three wagons, a hayrack and a loader, among

Working Half-Scale Equipment
Delights Parade And Fair-Goers

other things.

Maybe it's because he likes old equipment.
Or maybe hejust doesn’t have enough to do.
But for each of the past six years, Lloyd
Poppe, Strawberry Point, lowa, hasbeenturn-
ing out two or three working scale models of
old farm equipment.

The semi-retired farmer has built two
plows, adisk harrow, manure spreader, three
wagons, ahayrack and aloader, among other
things.

“| used to raise registered Belgian horses,
and some of the equipment | scaled down
from my old horse equipment,” he says.
Poppe and his wife, Helen, still have atwo-
horse team of Belgians, plus some Shetland
ponies and miniature donkeys.

His first models were of old horse-drawn
equipment he still had on the farm. These
include ahalf scalesingle bottom sulky plow,
disk harrow and manure spreader. All can
be pulled by their ponies or donkeys.

His second plow isbased on apull-type 3-
bottom IH model 70 plow and is raised or
lowered with a hydraulic cylinder.

His barge wagon is scaled down from a6
by 12 by 3-ft. wagon he used in the 1950's
and 60s and is complete with a box hoist.
Other wagon projects include a flair-side
wagon with working endgate and an exact
scaleversion of asideunloading gravity flow
wagon.

He carefully measures and copies each part
of the machines so everything is exactly to
scale. Everything except wheels and tires,
that is.

“1 haveto buy wheels and finding thosein
one-half scalefor theequipmentisn’t dways

He built this exact scale version of a side
unloading gravity flow wagon.

easy. But I've found that for wagon wheels
and tires, the wheelbarrow wheel and tire
combinations you can buy in the hardware
store work fine,” he says.

He's a'so used these wheelbarrow wheels
and tires for his plows.

Poppe takes his equipment to parades and
displays at fairs around eastern lowa. A fa-
vorite activity isto hitch up the wagons and
take his 19 grandchildren for rideswhen they
cometo visit. He sayshe gets positive com-
ments wherever he goes. He aso gets fre-
quent offersto buy. “What | makeis not for
sale, but I d be happy to show it any time or
answer guestions from anyone who wantsto
build some for themselves,” he says.

The Poppes also have acollection of about
100 old farm tractors, some restored, and |
of which still run.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Lloyd
and Helen Poppe, 1004 140th Ave., Straw-
berry Point, lowa 52076 (319-933-4585.
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FREE Classified Ads!

If you’ve got a computer, you're never more than a click away from

Join usat WWW.FARM SHOW.COM wher e you can take advan-
tage of our FREE online classified ads. Together with our sister site
BestFarmBuys.com, we get many thousands of visitors to our web
siteeach month. You can reach them with detailed adson our search-
ablesite. No limit on how many ads you can enter..

FARM SHOW.com isalsothe easiest way totell usabout your “best”
or “worst” buys or to tell us about a hot new “made it myself” idea

But that’s not all.

you or your neighbor have come up with. It’s also a great way to
renew your subscription, buy a gift subscription for a friend, buy a
video or CD, or just to change your address.

We've compiled a list of all the major farm eqguipment shows in
North America, Europe, and therest of the world.

If you'rean inventor, you’ll want to check out our resour celinksfor
inventors. If you’ve got a product you'd like to patent or bring to
mar ket, thissite will get you on your way.






